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Cocktails and Conversation Goes Green 
NRPL Foundation Schedules Free Events featuring  

bestselling author Jane Green July 30th  
and eminent climate scientists August 4th   

    
      
The New Rochelle Public Library Foundation has scheduled two more FREE Cocktails & 
Conversation events, both of which happen to share the theme “Going Green”: On Thursday, 
July 30th the guest will be bestselling author Jane Green, and on August 4th the topic will be 
climate change, with two authors who are esteemed climate scientists, Lee R. Kump and 
Michael Mann.  
 
Cocktails & Conversation is one of the NRPL Foundation’s signature events, designed to bring 
book lovers together to listen in as authors discuss matters of topical interest. With the advent of 
COVID-19 earlier this year Cocktails & Conversation has gone "virtual" via Zoom. Both of the 
upcoming get-togethers will feature moderator Prof. Amy Bass, Ph.D., NRPL Foundation Board 
Member, historian and acclaimed author (One Goal: A Coach, A Team and the Game That 
Brought A Divided Town Together). 
 
Cocktails & Conversation events are free but participants must register in advance to receive 
the Zoom link -- and the recipe for a featured cocktail! (A curated list of local restaurants 
offering appetizers for curbside pickup will also be provided.) To register go to 
www.nrplfoundation.org.  
 
July 30th: Jane Green 
 
Jane Green is the author of twenty novels, including eighteen New York Times bestsellers. She 
has over ten million books in print, is published in over 25 languages, and has several books in 
development for film and tv. Her latest book is The Friends We Keep (June 2019). 
A graduate of the International Culinary Institute in New York, Green is an avid cook, amateur 
decorator, and passionate gardener. She is also a regular storyteller for The Moth. Her first story 
for The Moth, Greener Grass, was video taped and subsequently went viral on Facebook, with 
over three million views. She has been part of the ABC News team, has had her own radio show 
on BBC Radio London, and has made regular appearances on TV and radio.  
 



August 4th: Climate Change and the role of Science in Policy Making  
 
In an election year already packed with challenge and controversy, climate change remains a 
significant concern for the future of humankind. What are the realities we face? And what should 
the role of science play in policy making? Esteemed climate scientists Dr. Lee Kump and Dr. 
Michael Mann are the authors of Dire Predictions: Understanding Climate Change (DK 
Publishing, 2015) a visually stunning guide to climate change for the lay reader.  
 
Dr. Mann is Distinguished Professor of Atmospheric Science at Penn State, and Director of the 
university’s Earth System Science Center. He received his undergraduate degrees in Physics and 
Applied Math from the University of California at Berkeley, an M.S. degree in Physics from 
Yale University, and a Ph.D. in Geology & Geophysics from Yale University. His research 
involves the use of theoretical models and observational data to better understand Earth's climate 
system. Mann is the author of more than 200 peer-reviewed and edited publications and four 
books including Dire Predictions: Understanding Climate Change and The Hockey Stick and the 
Climate Wars: Dispatches from the Front Lines. Among his many honors, Dr. Mann was 
awarded the Hans Oeschger Medal of the European Geosciences Union in 2012,  the Award for 
Public Engagement with Science from the American Association for the Advancement of 
Science in 2018 and the Tyler Prize for Environmental Achievement in 2019. He was elected to 
the U.S. National Academy of Sciences in 2020. Dr. Mann is a Fellow of the American 
Geophysical Union, the American Meteorological Society, the Geological Society of America, 
the American Association for the Advancement of Science, and the Committee for Skeptical 
Inquiry, and is the co-founder of the award-winning science website RealClimate.org. 
 
 
Dr. Kump is Professor of Geosciences and Dean of the College of Earth and Mineral Sciences at 
Penn State. He received his A.B. degree with honors in geophysical sciences from the University 
of Chicago in 1981 and his Ph.D. in marine sciences from the University of South Florida in 
1986. He joined the faculty of the Department of Geosciences at Penn State since 1986. He is the 
senior author of the textbook The Earth System, now in its third edition. Other books include 
Dire Predictions: Understanding Climate Change, co-authored with Michael Mann, and 
Mathematical Modeling in the Geosciences: A Primer, and he has published over 100 refereed 
papers and book chapters on a wide range of Earth science topics. Dr. Kump’s research focuses 
on the investigation of ancient global warming and mass extinction events and human impact on 
coastal environments, including coral reefs. Dr. Kump is a fellow of the Geological Society of 
America, the American Geophysical Union, the Geochemical Society, the European Association 
of Geochemistry, and the Geological Society of London. He received the Distinguished Service 
Medal from the Geological Society of America in 2000 and the Robert M. Garrels award of the 
Geobiology Society in 2017. His research has been featured in documentaries that have aired on 
NOVA Science Now, the Discovery Channel, National Geographic, BBC, Australian Broadcast 
Corporation, and the History Channel. 
 
 
The New Rochelle Public Library Foundation is a nonprofit organization that raises resources 
and provides advocacy to keep our library vibrant, up-to-date, and able to serve the diverse needs 
of the New Rochelle community. Created in 1993, to date the Foundation has raised more than 



$3 million and has established a $2 million+ endowment fund to ensure the future of our Library 
and provide an ongoing stream of funding for new and emerging needs. In addition, stepping in 
as a matching funder, the Foundation has been able to leverage its support to bring in an 
additional $960,000 dollars in New York State grants over the past 7 years. For more 
information call the NRPL Foundation at 914-632-7878, ext. 1600 or email 
info@nrplfoundation.org.  
 
     -- 30 -- 
 
 
 
PRESS CONTACT: Theresa Kump Leghorn   tkleghorn@gmail.com   914-654-8356 
 


