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SENATOR GILLIBRAND HOLDS ROUNDTABLE MEETING ON GUN 
TRAFFICKING WITH LAW ENFORCEMENT, COMMUNITY MEMBERS, 

DISCUSSES BIPARTISAN BILL TO CRACK DOWN ON FLOW OF ILLEGAL GUNS  
	  

Gillibrand’s Legislation Would, For the First Time, Make Gun Trafficking A Federal Crime 
	   

According to the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives, of the 8,539 Total 
Firearms That Were Recovered and Traced in New York State in 2013 – Nearly 70 percent of 

Those Came from Out of State – Yet There is Not a Single Federal Law Defining Gun Trafficking 
as a Crime 

 
New Rochelle, NY –U.S. Senator Kirsten Gillibrand along with law enforcement, advocates, and 
community leaders today held a roundtable meeting and discussed bipartisan gun trafficking 
legislation aimed at cracking down on the daily flow of illegal guns on our nation’s streets. 
Gillibrand’s legislation the Hadiya Pendleton and Nyasia Pryear-Yard Gun Trafficking & Crime 
Prevention Act of 2015 would, for the first time, make gun trafficking a federal crime to provide 
tools to law enforcement to get illegal guns off the streets, away from criminal networks and 
street gangs, and to prosecute those who traffic firearms.  
 
Currently, there is no federal law that defines gun trafficking as a crime. The Hadiya Pendleton 
and Nyasia Pryear-Yard Gun Trafficking & Crime Prevention Act of 2015 would also crack 
down on bad gun dealers. A news report this week highlighted the so-called “shop of death” in 
Georgia where illegal weapons used to kill three police officers originated from. In 2010, the 
same shop was named as the top source of illegal out-of-state guns in New York City. Senator 
Gillibrand has been working on gun trafficking legislation since 2009, and similar bipartisan 
legislation she introduced received 58 votes in the United States Senate in 2013 – just two votes 
shy of breaking a filibuster.  
  
“I am proud to work with all the members of law enforcement, advocates, and community 
members who participated in today’s roundtable meeting and share the goal of cracking down on 
gun trafficking to keep illegal guns off our streets,” said Senator Gillibrand. “I am not willing 
to throw my hands in the air and say nothing can be done while lives are being senselessly lost 
due to weapons being in the hands of criminals. We all have a moral obligation to make our 
voices heard and say enough is enough. The absence of any federal law defining gun trafficking 
as a crime in this country is shocking. Cracking down on gun trafficking and keeping illegal guns 
off our streets should not be a Republican or Democratic issue because it is just common 
sense. By cracking down illegal gun traffickers and their vast criminal networks, we can stop the 
flow of illegal guns and save innocent lives.”  



 
 
“It’s crystal clear that we have a problem with gun violence in this country, and there is so much 
more that Congress should be doing,” said Congresswoman Nita Lowey. “I have supported 
numerous gun control measures that take steps toward keeping our children, our neighbors, and 
our communities safe. I commend Senator Gillibrand’s efforts to stem the illicit flow of guns to 
criminal entities. Families across the United States are fed up with inaction in Washington on 
gun violence prevention, and I will continue working with federal, state, and local officials to 
ensure all Americans have the right to live in communities free from senseless gun violence.”  
 
“Once a week, a gunman attacks an American school,” said Congressman Elliot Engel. “Every 
day, somebody carries out a mass shooting somewhere in the United States. These stories don’t 
always make the news, but they are happening day after day. I have introduced several bills that 
would ban the 5.7 handgun and limit access to cop-killing armor piercing rounds. I continue to 
press for universal background checks and the renewal of the assault weapons ban, and join with 
Senator Gillibrand to support a federal gun trafficking law. We know these steps will work. We 
know the American people overwhelmingly support them. It’s time to break the stranglehold the 
gun lobby has on Congress and pass this vital legislation.” 
 
“The State Senate Democrats were instrumental in passing the NY-SAFE Act and have led the 
fight to curb gun violence and protect lives while also respecting Constitutional rights”, said 
New York State Senate Democratic Leader Andrea Stewart-Cousins. “Unfortunately, other 
states do not have such rigorous protections which has contributed to illegal firearms making 
their way into New York through the ‘Iron Pipeline.’ That is why Senator Gillibrand’s leadership 
on this issue is so important and I applaud her work to stop the flow of illegal guns and punish 
those who attempt to flood our streets with dangerous firearms.” 
 
"Gun-related tragedies always make us wonder why,” said State Senator George Latimer. 
“While we struggle to answer 'why', we can address the "how". The 'how' is that it is too easy for 
people who should not have guns to get them. This legislation addressing illegal guns and guns 
illegally being brought from one state to another is part of how we stop gun violence."  
 
"Gun trafficking is a national challenge that requires a national strategy,” said New Rochelle 
Mayor Noam Bramson. “Senator Gillibrand's legislation would curb the flood of illegal 
firearms flowing across state lines and put the federal government squarely on the side of law 
enforcement and families here in New Rochelle and throughout America."  
 
“Without strong federal gun laws, New York will remain vulnerable to the incessant flow of 
illegal guns that end up killing and maiming our citizens,” said Leah Gunn Barrett, Executive 
Director of New Yorkers Against Gun Violence. “Current federal gun trafficking laws are 
weak and don’t deter or punish illegal trafficking. In fact, someone who traffics guns receives the 
same punishment as someone who traffics chickens or other livestock.  We know that 90% of 
crime guns recovered on the streets of New York City and 68% statewide come from weak gun 
law states like Virginia and Georgia. Senator Gillibrand’s bill would tackle firearms trafficking 
by going after straw purchasers, dishonest gun dealers who knowingly sell firearms to traffickers 



and those who run trafficking rings. In addition, the ATF needs more funding and the resources 
to do their job in shutting down the 5% of rogue dealers who sell 90% of the crime guns.” 
 
“The Brady Campaign is committed to cutting gun deaths in half by 2025 by keeping guns out of 
the wrong hands, said Dan Gross, President of the Brady Campaign to Prevent Gun 
Violence.  “That’s why we’re taking on 'bad apple' gun dealers - the 5% of gun shops that supply 
90% of firearms used in crimes.  Make no mistake - guns sold by 'bad apple' gun dealers are 
trafficked to dangerous hands in nearly every corner of the country. Senator Gillibrand's 
legislation is an example of a sensible, popular measure that will crack down on the gun 
traffickers moving guns from these 'bad apple' dealers to dangerous people all over the country. 
It's a measure that will undoubtedly save American lives.” 
 
"We moms stood with Sen. Gillibrand in November 2009 when she first introduced this 
important gun trafficking legislation,” said Donna Dees-Thomases, founder, Million Mom 
March. “We stand with her today and will continue to stand with her until we get it done." 
 
The Problem and Inadequacy of Current Law 
 
Firearms trafficking is a major problem that results in the proliferation of illegal firearms in our 
communities. In New York City, 90 percent of the guns used in crimes come from out of state.  
 
Under current law, there is no criminal statute specifically prohibiting trafficking in 
firearms. Instead, prosecutors rely primarily on laws that prohibit making false statements in 
connection with the purchase of a firearm. These are “paperwork” violations with penalties too 
low to be effective law enforcement tools. The result is that none of our laws are directly focused 
on preventing someone from one state to drive to another state with stricter gun laws, park their 
car in a parking lot, and sell hundreds of firearms out of the back of their trunk to criminals.  
  
In 2013, just 10 states supplied nearly half – 48 percent – of the guns that crossed state lines 
before being recovered in crimes. Together, these states accounted for nearly 23,000 interstate 
crime guns recovered. 
 
According to a 2013 report by Third Way, there were roughly 500,000 gun crimes every year in 
the United States. In 9 of 10 gun crimes where the gun was successfully traced, the person who 
bought it is not the person who used it in the crime. The report also said that 1 in 3 crime guns 
has crossed state lines with crime guns traced in New York, New Jersey and Maryland often 
coming from Virginia, Pennsylvania, North Carolina, Georgia and Florida. The report concluded 
that guns are purchased in the legal market and then move into the illegal market and gun 
trafficking serves as a pipeline that delivers guns into the hands of criminals. Illegal guns killed 
three NYPD in the span of four months: Detectives Brian Moore (May 2015), Wenjian Liu 
(December 2014) and Rafael Ramos (December 2014). 
 
The Gillibrand-Kirk bill is named for two gun violence victims. In January 2013, Hadiya 
Pendleton, a 15-year-old student at King College Prep in Chicago, was killed when shots were 
fired into a crowd with the intention of hitting a rival gang member. Two young men, Michael 
Ward, 19, and Kenneth Williams, 21, were charged in her slaying. Ward was arrested in January 



2011 on a gun charge but received probation after pleading guilty to unlawful use of a weapon. 
Pendleton had no arrest record and was considered an unintended target. In 2009, 17-year-old 
honor student Nyasia Pryear-Yard was shot and killed by an illegal gun while with friends in 
Brooklyn. Witnesses said that the shooting appeared to be a response to a man shouting gang 
epithets from the stage. 
 
Key Provisions of the Trafficking & Crime Prevention Act of 2015 
 
The Hadiya Pendleton and Nyasia Pryear-Yard Gun Trafficking & Crime Prevention Act of 
2015 would empower local, state, and federal law enforcement to investigate and prosecute gun 
traffickers and their entire criminal networks, including gangs, cartels and organized crime rings. 
Specifically the bill will make it illegal to: 

  
• Sell or otherwise transfer two or more firearms to someone whom the seller knows, or 

has reasonable cause to know, is prohibited by Federal, State or local laws from owning a 
firearm (e.g. felon, convicted domestic abuser). 

 
• Purchase or otherwise acquire two or more firearms if the recipient knows, or has 

reasonable cause to believe, that such receipt would be in violation of any Federal, State, 
or local law (e.g. if the recipient is a prohibited owner). 

 
• Provide false information on a Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives 

firearms transaction record form 
 

• Knowingly facilitate the above actions. 
 

The bill establishes harsh penalties, including a maximum prison penalty of 20 years for the 
above infractions.  The penalty is further increased by five years for the organizer(s) of the 
trafficking ring and conspirators face a maximum penalty of 20 years. The legislation also calls 
upon the Sentencing Commission to substantially increase the penalties for trafficking when 
committed by or in concert with members of gangs, cartels, organized crime rings or other 
criminal enterprises. 
   
The following groups have endorsed the Hadiya Pendleton and Nyasia Pryear-Yard Gun 
Trafficking and Crime Prevention Act of 2015: Everytown for Gun Safety, Third Way, Brady 
Campaign to Prevent Gun Violence united with the Million Mom March, Americans for 
Responsible Solutions, New Yorkers Against Gun Violence and Harlem Mothers Save.  
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