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On Thursday, May 21, in the basement training 
room and shooting range of the New Rochelle 
(NY) Police Department, Metro IAF held the first 
smart gun show ever. 
 
For the first time anywhere, developers of smart 
guns and related safety technologies came 
together to show their products and prototypes.  
The audience was an unusual mix of more than 
80 people:  leaders and officers from 9 police 
departments in New York, Connecticut and New 
Jersey, two mayors, state legislators and their 
staffs, and clergy and lay leaders from Metro IAF 
member congregations in five states. 
 
A smart gun, also called a user-authenticating or 
personalized gun, is a gun that incorporates a 
chip or other device to prevent use by 
unauthorized users.  A smart gun is, under most 
circumstances, a child-proof gun, a gun that’s 
useless to thieves, and therefore a gun that’s far 
less likely to be used in an accidental or 
intentional shooting of a person – or in any other 
crime.  There are a variety of technological 
approaches to achieving the goal of user-
authentication.  Several of them were on display 
by the show’s five exhibitors. 
 
 

 

One company, iGun Technology Corp., brought 
a gun to shoot – a smart shotgun that uses 
RFID-like technology, embedded in an 
inconspicuous-looking ring worn by the user, to 
activate the trigger mechanism.  Under the 
supervision of New Rochelle’s firearms 
instructors, and with guidance from Jonathan 
Mossberg of iGun, more than 40 people tried the  
 

 
 
gun, first without iGun’s ring (no boom) and then 
after sliding the ring onto their finger (boom).  
The iGun prototype, developed more than a 
decade ago, has been certified to meet rigorous 
“mil spec” (military) standards.  The technology 
can be adapted to any kind of gun; iGun needs 
R&D support to meet the technical challenges of 
incorporating it into the smaller frame of a 
handgun. 
 
Each of the other developers at the show needs 
R&D support as well.  With that support, each of 
their technologies has the potential to save lives. 
 
New Jersey Institute of Technology is 
developing a biometric gun handle with unique 
“dynamic grip recognition” technology built in, 
which authenticates users by reading each 
user’s unique grip signature.  Once this                         
technology is proven to 99.9+% reliability – 
which will require R&D support – the handle can  



be affordably manufactured for existing gun 
models and retrofitted to guns already in use.    
 
 

 
 
Aegen Technologies, founded by 18-year-old 
inventor Kai Kloepfer, is developing a fingerprint-
enabled biometric handgun – one that would be 
constructed as a stand-alone product.  Mr. 
Kloepfer’s early prototype has been touted as 
the blueprint for the “world’s safest gun.”  
 
Gun Guardian represents an intriguing 
opportunity to get a life-saving product to market 
within one year – even while more 
comprehensive solutions are being developed.  
The company has built an early prototype of a 
retractable trigger cover, enabled by a 
fingerprint-controlled biometric device with a 
code-activated mechanical backup for 100% 
reliability.  Observers at the show (including this 
one: http://tinyurl.com/mt9ndjr) were struck by 
the practicality and simplicity of this device, and  
 

 
 
had the same reaction as the two law 
enforcement officers from Florida who invented  
it:  shock that there is nothing like this is already 
available on the market.  
 

In their persistent search for practical solutions, 
each of these innovators is filling a leadership 
vacuum created by the refusal of the gun 
industry to take safety seriously.  The major 
manufacturers continue to tout their giveaway of 
cheap trigger locks as state-of-the-art safety.  
Meanwhile, they circle the wagons against 
competitors who seek to do what other 
industries did decades ago:  making their 
products safer by incorporating electronics.  (Try 
to imagine an auto company CEO taking a hard 
line against using computer chips in 2015.) 
 
 

 
 
Eight major gun manufacturers were invited to 
this show.  None responded.  We asked three of 
them – Smith & Wesson, Colt’s, and FN Herstal 
– to come and report on the fruits of the federal 
taxpayer subsidy each had received more than 
10 years ago to develop smart guns.  All three 
companies abandoned these projects.  Return 
on investment to taxpayers for this $6.8 million 
subsidy:  zero.  These and other major gun 
manufacturers are far better positioned than 
anyone else to innovate on gun safety.  Instead, 
they continue to spend their R&D dollars 
developing ever-greater firepower.  Into this 
breach has stepped a growing group of 
underfunded inventors and entrepreneurs. 
 
Likewise, Metro IAF is filling a leadership gap 
created by the refusal of our political leaders – 
from the president on down – to take gun safety 
seriously.  As successful as last week’s event 
was, Metro IAF has no special expertise in guns, 
or trade shows, or technology.  We did, on a 
small scale, what the Obama Administration 
should be doing on a large one:  introducing law 
enforcement officers and leaders across 
America to emerging gun safety technology that 
could protect police officers and civilians alike. 
 



 
 
We will continue to ask the President to 
“encourage the development of innovative gun 
safety technology” – which is exactly what he 
committed to do one month after Sandy Hook, in 
a plan christened “Now Is The Time.”  The 
President said he would “issue a challenge to 
the private sector” to develop these 
technologies.  If he issued it, we missed it.  We 
are asking him to issue that challenge effectively 
and persistently. 
 
We will continue to ask the President to do what 
he said he would do at a memorial service for 
the Sandy Hook victims:  “I will use whatever 
power this office holds” to prevent gun-related 
tragedies.  We don’t believe the President has 
used even a fraction of the power of the 
presidency. 
 
In the meantime, Metro IAF will continue to use 
whatever power we have to remove the barriers 
– the senseless barriers – keeping life-saving 
safety technologies from the market. 
 
We will: 
 

1) Hold more of these Tech Fairs to 
introduce emerging gun safety 
technologies to law enforcement leaders 
and others. 

 
2) Continue to work with public-sector 

leaders to build a nationwide Gun 
Buyers’ Research Group committed to 

actively testing and evaluating these 
technologies as they become available. 

 
3) Continue to ask New Jersey’s governor 

and legislative leaders to repeal the 
state’s counter-productive smart-gun 
mandate law and replace it with a set of 
practical measures to help create a 
functioning market in these 
technologies. 

 
Allies of this campaign can help by: 
 

1) Contributing the funds we badly need to 
expand this effort to other states.  
Please contact Metro IAF organizer Joe 
Morris (joemorris03@gmail.com) to 
discuss this, or donate through PayPal 
via our website:  www.metro-iaf.org. 

 
2) Helping us recruit and engage public 

officials in your area – mayors, police 
chiefs, sheriffs, county executives, 
governors, etc.  Please contact us if 
you’d like to explore how to initiate 
conversations with key officials. 

 
3) Letting us know if you have expertise in 

emerging businesses or technologies.   
You may be in a position to provide 
needed advice to promising start-ups in 
how to raise the relatively modest 
amounts of capital they need. 

 
 

 


