
Building at the corner of Huguenot Street and North Avenue. Completed 
in 1931, owners Harry Schi! and Sons spent a million dollars to construct 
the building, which would later become the Kaufman, or “K” Building, 
after the next owner. Paul Terry moved his studios to the old Knights of 
Columbus Hall at 38 Centre Avenue in 1949. Today the building houses 
Viva Grande Fruit and Vegetable Store.

The former LOEW’S THEATER, the 585-599 MAIN STREET BUILDING 
with a Spanish Colonial-Revival style facade, is a prime example of 1920’s 
movie palace design. Over 2,500 theatergoers could be seated for the 
vaudeville and live stage shows that included stars such as Lucille Ball, 
Bette Davis, Bob Hope, and many others before it was segmented into 
smaller theaters and, in the 1980s, closed.  This was the second Loew’s 
Theater in New Rochelle. 

NEW ROC CITY was completed in 1999 as a $190 million entertainment 
complex featuring a 19-screen movie theater, an IMAX theater, an indoor 
ice-hockey arena, mini-golf, go karts, an arcade, restaurants, a hotel, 
loft-apartments and a mega supermarket. It replaced The Mall, which 
had opened in 1968 on the former site of St. John’s Methodist Episcopal 
Church. 

The magnificent NEW ROCHELLE HIGH SCHOOL, appropriately-
designed as a chateau to reflect the community’s French heritage, was 
completed in 1926. The structure was designed by the firm of Guilbert 
and Betelle at a cost of roughly one million dollars. Over the next three 
decades the building was expanded as its student body and curriculum 
swelled. Additions in 1951 and 1958 were executed in keeping with the 
original architecture. A $5 million construction program was on the verge 
of completion when 70% of the building was destroyed by a May 17, 1968 
fire. Over four years, the structure was rebuilt to its original architectural 
integrity—with improvements. 

The Italianate style, which flourished along American Main Streets for half 
a century, is well represented by this building, THE PIONEER BUILDING, 
at 14 Lawton Street. Built in 1897, it first housed The New Rochelle Pioneer, 
a weekly newspaper established by British-born brothers William and 
JOHN DYOTT in 1860 and continued into the 20th century. Later, it was 
the home of the Irish Benevolent Society. The structure was restored in 
the 1980s and listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1983. 
It now houses medical o"ces.  John Dyott, also a thespian, was a leading 
actor on the stage of Ford Theater the night President Lincoln was shot.

CARRIE CHAPMAN CATT*, the woman who carried the su!rage 
movement to the passing of the 19th Amendment, giving women the 
right to vote, lived at 100 Paine Avenue for nearly 20 years, beginning in 
1928.  From her gracious home she led campaigns for world peace and 

THE NEW ROCHELLE TRAIN STATION was completed c.1873, replacing 
an earlier structure that first greeted passengers on New Year’s Day, 1849.  
This station first served the New York, New Haven, Hartford Railroad, 
which was established in the early 1840s and built, for the most part, by 
immigrants. If these walls could talk! Just think of who has passed through 
this depot–commuters, newcomers to America, legendary individuals–the 
multitudes who have made New Rochelle their home. 

Nearby, MAIN STREET boasts fabulous examples of Art Deco architecture. 
Between 1880 and the Depression, this retail area was booming with 
businesses that catered to the ever-growing population. Between 1900 
and 1930 New Rochelle’s population quadrupled – from 10,000 to 54,000. 
And, by the mid-1930s New Rochelle was reputed to be the wealthiest 
city, per capita, in New York State and the third wealthiest in the country. 
The architecture – the wonderful (and often whimsical) details, the 
craftsmanship and superior materials, were all intended to attract wealthy 
shoppers. And they did. The first suburban Arnold Constable was here, 
as was the first suburban Bloomingdales. During this same period, many 
of the country’s top artists and illustrators also made their homes in New 
Rochelle – and had their studios on the second or third floors of the shops 
that bustled below. Today, we are seeing a resurgence of artists “working 
over the store.”

A stunning metamorphosis occurred at THE ARCADE BUILDING at 541 

MAIN STREET during its 110th year, in 2007. A restoration completed on 
the home of the Curtain Shop, facilitated by the New Rochelle Downtown 
Business Improvement District (BID), removed an unattractive façade to 
reveal gorgeous arched windows and detailed terracotta relief work that 
had been hidden since the 1940’s.  Today, the building declares its original 
use by the raised letters, “The Arcade.” William Weisskpof constructed it in 
1897 for his downtown entertainment center that included eateries, hotel 
rooms, a billiard hall, shops, a bowling alley, and a gymnasium. There’s still 
an antique bowling alley in the basement! 

THE LAMBDEN BUILDING, at 530 Main Street, was completed in 1894.  
Owned by prominent residents, Lambden’s was a popular department 
store in New Rochelle for several decades, and city government o"ces 
once occupied the two top floors. The building’s Romanesque Revival 
details include raised terra cotta ornamentation in fan and seashell shapes.   

In gratitude for his critical role in the American Revolution, the State of 
New York gifted 300 acres of New Rochelle land to pamphleteer THOMAS 

PAINE*. The farm had been confiscated from Frederick DeVeaux, who 
had sided with the British during the Revolution. Paine spent the last 
few years of his life, right after the turn of the 19th century, in the New 
Rochelle home. A monument now located at the foot of Paine Avenue, 

near the current site of Paine’s cottage, was designed by architect, John 
Frazee, who raised the $1,300 seed money. The sculptor of the bronze 
bust, Wilson MacDonald, was later commissioned by the New Rochelle 
Historical Association. 

CITY HALL, the impressive Neo-Classical structure at 515 North Avenue, 
was designed by architect Edgar Josselyn and completed in 1906 as the first 
New Rochelle High School building (before that, students were taught in 
various rented buildings). When the current high school was built in the 
late 1920s, 515 North Avenue became Albert Leonard Junior High. By the 
early 1960s the current Albert Leonard Middle School was completed. At 
the same time, the Board of  Education moved its o"ces from a building 
(now demolished) on Huguenot Street, and City Hall moved its o"ces 
from the first City Hall building (now demolished) on Main Street, into 
the 515 North Avenue building. 

NEW ROCHELLE’S WATERFRONT has played a significant role in the 
community’s growth and development since its earliest settlement by 
French Protestants known as Huguenots and the enslaved people they 
brought to the New World with them.  Previously, Native Americans 
encamped along the shores finding an abundant source of seafood and 
wildlife. The Huguenot settlers and their slaves began cultivating the neck 
soon after they purchased from John Pell the 6,000-acre tract that became 
New Rochelle in 1689.  A number of tidal mills, including those owned 
by Quakers,  turned the crops into products for local and use and export. 
With the advent of the steamboat, and the resorts and inns that dotted 
New Rochelle’s Sound shores, the community became an enormously 
popular destination by the mid-1800s. Many of the summer vacationers 
liked the town so much, they stayed for good. 

“You’d better watch out, you’d better not pout”…everyone knows the 
words to “Santa Claus is Coming to Town,” the hit tune written by former 
New Rochelle resident J. FRED COOTS*.  His songwriting credits include 
Love Letters in the Sand (1931), For All We Know (1934), You Go to My Head 
(1938) and Santa Claus Is Comin’ to Town (1932). An avid New York Ranger 
fan, he wrote the Rangers Victory Song to celebrate their 1940 Stanley Cup 
victory. Coots lived on 85 Mountain Road with his wife Marjorie and four 
children. He was inducted into the Songwriters Hall of Fame in 1972.

The “K BUILDING at the corner of Huguenot Street and North Avenue 
(Pershing Square) has the distinct honor of being the birthplace of 
MIGHTY MOUSE*, Heckle & Jeckle, Tom & Jerry, Deputy Dawg and a 
host of other characters created by the ingenious animators of Terrytoons 
for over 40 year. In 1934 Paul Terry* first established his animation studios 
in what was then Westchester’s tallest skyscraper, the 12-story Schi! 
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ABOUT THE ARTIST

PIERO MANRIQUE, s0le proprietor of Manrique Mural Art and Design, 
studied fine art at SUNY Purchase and architectural design at Parsons the 
New School for Design. He combines his knowledge of painting with his 
understanding of building design to create beautiful wall murals which 
integrate well within the space where they are displayed. 

Mr. Manrique has extensive experience designing and producing large 
scale murals for commercial and government spaces. He is accustomed 
to working on sca!olding and ladders. In 2013, he created a wall mural of 
the Brooklyn Bridge for the Ten Penny Restaurant in New York City which 
stretches over two stories in height, measuring 24 ft x 24 ft. This past year, 
he produced a ceiling mural of the sky with flying eagles which measures 20 
ft x 7 ft, and a waterfall mural in a skylight shaft which begins 10 ft above the 
floor and extends another 11 ft high, for the Westchester County Materials 
Recovery Facility Education Center. He created these nature scene murals 
to inspire viewers to recycle in order to protect the environment.

Mr. Manrique is also skilled at telling a story in his mural work. In addition 
to the nature scene murals, the Westchester County MRF Education 
Center commissioned Mr. Manrique to produce a mural for the facility’s 
conference room depicting the evolution of a section of the Hudson 
River from a garbage dump into reclaimed meadows of wildflowers and a 
recycling facility.

This artist is also experienced at painting on a large variety of surfaces and 
architectural finishes. Mr. Manrique is currently completing a commission 
for 21 wall murals for the Gotham Hotel in New York City. These city scene 
murals are designed to mask numerous grids, hinges, doors and insets. Mr. 
Manrique has cleverly created designs to e!ectively cover these elements. 
He employs perspective in his murals to draw the viewer’s attention away 
from these elements to focus on an attractive image in the scene.

Mr. Manrique’s fine art canvases have been exhibited at the Architectural 
Digest Home Design Show in NYC; the Chelsea International Fine Art 
Exhibition in NYC; Museum of the Americas in Doral, FL; Colorida Gallery 
in Lisbon, Portugal; Wide Open 4 in Brooklyn, NY and the A!ordable Art 
Fair in Manhattan.

*Read more about these individuals in the New Rochelle Walk of Fame, Library Green  
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From 1909 to 1917, New Rochelle was home of then one of the 
country’s pioneering silent film studios. THE THANHOUSER 

MOVIE CORPORATION, founded by EDWIN AND GERTRUDE 

THANHOUSER*,  was first located on Grove Street and Centre Avenue. 
After a devastating fire it moved to Main Street, around the corner from 
Echo Avenue. MURIEL HENRIETTA OESTRICH was one of the popular 
leading ladies. Each week, in late 1913 and in 1914, she starred in single-
reel Princess films that were released to theaters across America.  While 
making films, Muriel was also modeling for advertisements, becoming 
the “face” for one of America’s first mass-marketed carbonated beverages 
known as Moxie.  

OSSIE DAVIS AND RUBY DEE*, the celebrated couple of film, theater, 
television, radio, and civil rights activism, moved to New Rochelle in 1963. 
Here, in the historic Rochelle Heights neighborhood, they raised their 
three children while building extraordinary careers on many levels. The 
two earned 10 Emmy nominations between them, and appeared together 
in productions such as A Raisin in the Sun, Roots: The Next Generation, Do 
the Right Thing, and Malcolm X. Davis wrote the Broadway satire Purlie 
Victorious and co-wrote and directed the film Cotton Comes to Harlem. He 
collaborated with Dee on the PBS series With Ossie & Ruby and co-wrote 
the award-winning teleplay, For Us the Living: The Story of Medgar Evers. 
Dee first attracted national recognition for her role in the 1950 movie The 
Jackie Robinson Story. She was the first black woman to play lead roles at the 
American Shakespeare Festival. Davis and Dee were activists who were at 
the forefront of many civil rights, justice, labor and anti-war struggles and 
were the masters-of-ceremony for the March on Washington. Together 
they were honored with the National Medal for the Arts in 1995, the Screen 
Actors Guild Lifetime Achievement Award in 2001, the Kennedy Center 
Honors in 2004 and the NAACP Image Award.  

WOODY WOODPECKER, America’s beloved cartoon character, was 
created by WALTER LANTZ*, who was born in New Rochelle to Italian 
immigrant parents and grew up in “the west” part of the city. The famous 
cartoon character was first seen on movie screens across the country in 
the 1940s, and then he starred in his own television show, beginning in 
the late 1950s. Lantz, an animator, producer and director, is credited with 
producing the first Technicolor cartoon. He was honored with a star on 
the Hollywood Walk of Fame in 1982. 

In the mid-19th century, with the popularity of steamboat travel, 
New Rochelle became a major resort destination and a summer home 
community for wealthy Manhattanites striving for a piece of clean, 
wholesome country life not far from the money hub of Manhattan.  At 
the height of New Rochelle’s crest of this era, in the 1850s, Simeon Leland 
had Thomas Beers design his summer cottage, “Castleview,” overlooking 
the Sound. It took five years to complete. Leland, a wealthy New York City 
hotelier, and his wife entertained numerous luminaries in their home 
until 1880.  The property and its 40-acre tract of land were purchased by 
Adrian Iselin, Jr., who sold the castle to Mother Irene Gill to establish the 
first Catholic women’s college in New York State. Iselin developed the land 
into Residence Park, one of the early planned neighborhoods in a park-
like setting.  LELAND CASTLE now serves as the administration building 
for the College of New Rochelle and is listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places.

Davenport Neck by the turn of the 20th century. From the gated entrance 
on Davenport Road near Hudson Park, to the tip of what would become 
Beckwith’s Point, these grand summer homes had risen on land first 
tilled by 17th century Huguenot settlers and their slaves. The estates 
were maintained by hundreds of newcomers to New Rochelle: the Irish 
who were sequestered to a neighborhood along Drake and Weyman 
Avenues, the Germans and then Italians who settled in “The West”, and 
the Scandinavians who lived in the community’s East end—these were 
the caretakers, nannies, cooks, coachmen, maids, and gardeners of the 
impressive properties.  Today there are important reminders of this gilded 
era. The magnificent DAVENPORT PARK, an 18-acre rolling lawn to the 
water’s edge, was estate property gifted by Lydia Thorne to the City in 
1929.  

New Rochelle native Irene Foote met the man of her dreams at the New 
Rochelle Rowing Club in 1910. As a married couple, VERNON AND IRENE 

CASTLE* would sweep the country o! its feet and onto the dance floor. 
Their glamorous, all-too-short career became a national preoccupation, 
as the Castles enchanted dance-crazy America with their innovative steps 
and grace, good-looks and charm. The Castle reign was abruptly halted by 
World War I when Vernon was killed when his plane crashed while training 
Flyers at Fort Worth, Texas. Their trend-setting career was immortalized 
in the 1939 movie, “The Story of Vernon and Irene Castle,” that starred 
Fred Astaire and Ginger Rogers.*

For the first 25 years of his amazing career, NORMAN ROCKWELL* lived 
and worked in New Rochelle. He first came to this city when his parents 
moved to Brown Lodge, which stood at 39 Prospect Street. He was 17 years 
old and had just illustrated his first children’s book. Rockwell quickly made 
his way into the flourishing artists’ colony that had taken root here. By 
1916, when he was 21, Rockwell sold his first cover to the Saturday Evening 
Post. The same year he rented George Lischke’s barn at 40 Prospect Street 
for his studio–one of many in New Rochelle before he moved to Vermont, 
in 1939. He was an active member of the New Rochelle Art Association and 
a generous community member.  

“Say kids, what time is it?” Each weekday morning, for 13 years, the 
response across the country was - “IT’S HOWDY DOODY TIME!” Where 
were those words first spoken? From the basement of BUFFALO BOB 

SMITH’S* home at 195 Paine Avenue. Originally heard on radios across 
America, the Howdy Doody Show later became the nations’ most popular 
children’s television program. While juggling several radio and television 
shows, Smith also owned a liquor store at 1311 North Avenue. His brother, 
Vic, was the proprietor of a Wykagyl shoe store. 

ANTONIO VALENCIA, known by many New Rochelleans as El Padrino, 
was the first immigrant to come to the city in October 1954 from a small 
rural area in Mexico known as the mountain communities of Cotija, 
Quitupan and Jiquilpan.  Mr. Valencia worked for former New Rochelle 
Mayor George Vergara and his wife, Alice, who he met in Mexico.  
Valencia’s resettlement in New Rochelle subsequently opened the door to 
a cluster migration of thousands of others from Valencia’s native home to 
the city, where Valencia aided many in finding jobs, housing and in making 
a new life.

disarmament, meetings of the League of Women Voters (she was a founder 
of the national organization), New Rochelle’s chapter of the temperance 
movement and other civic causes.

In 1924, a year after the Evening Standard (established in 1909) was 
consolidated with the Daily Star (established in 1911) to create The Standard 
Star, owners Francis T. Hunter and T. Harold Forbes had the narrow Neo-
Classical Revival-style building at 251 North Avenue constructed as its 
headquarters. The limestone and terra cotta façade is dominated by the 
round-arched void that forms a grand frame for the main entrance of the 
former STANDARD STAR BUILDING. 

WILLIE MAYS*, the “Say Hey Kid,” lived in a Normandy style 15-room 
house on 90 Croft Terrace in the early 1960s. Born William Howard Mays 
Jr. on May 6, 1931, in Westfield, Alabama, he was the son of a steelworker 
who played center field for a local professional baseball team and a mother 
who had been a high school track star. During his career, Willie Mays 
played for the Birmingham Black Barons (1948-1950), the New York Giants 
(1951-1957), the San Francisco Giants (1958-1972) and the New York Mets 
(1972-1973). In 1979, he was inducted into the National Baseball Hall of 
Fame. 

The upper façade and roof of the 517-519 MAIN STREET structure 
displays three materials that were most widely used in the Art Deco style: 
terra cotta, red clay tiles for the roof, and glazed ceramic tiles set into 
the walls. The long, curved wings that extend from the corners and the 
decorative frieze of glazed tiles give this building a sense of Egypt, which 
was a popular design inspiration during the late 20s and 30s, thanks to the 
1922 discovery of King Tutankhamun’s tomb.   

The building at 518 MAIN STREET, is an elegant example of Art Deco 
design, to complement its original function as the PALACE SHOE 

STORE. It was constructed in 1932, at the height of the Depression, at a 
cost of $45,000.  It was designed by architects Louis Allen Abramson and 
Charles Glasser. Intact features of the building’s original intent include the 
façade of two identically massed units of polished granite with decorative 
parapets of terra cotta molded in geometric patterns. Long-time residents 
recall having their feet x-rayed for size in the store.

For most of his exhilarating career, LOU GEHRIG*, “The Pride of the 
Yankees,” lived in New Rochelle. While the strapping young man grew 
to fame cracking homerun shots o! stadium billboards and rivaling 
teammate Babe Ruth in crowd-delighting triumphs, his idle hours were 
simply spent in or near the home he shared with his parents at 9 Meadow 
Lane.  On those rare summer evenings he was not on the field setting the 
record for most-consecutive-games played, Gehrig was in New Rochelle 
hitting balls with some lucky neighborhood kids, playing cards with the 
guys up at the Elks Club on Division Street, or fishing o! Echo Bay.  In 1933 
he  married his wife, Elinor, in their New Rochelle apartment on Circuit 
Avenue. 

LOUIS “LOU” WOODARD JONES, Olympic Gold medalist in track 
and field and native of New Rochelle, graduated from New Rochelle High 
School in 1950 and from Manhattan College in 1954. From there he entered 
the Army, where he broke his first national record. Mr. Jones won the gold 
medal in the 4x400 meter relay in the 1956 Olympics, and he won the 400 
meters at the 1955 Pan American Games, setting a new world record of 
45.4.  He received his master’s degree from Columbia University’s Teachers 
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College and returned to New Rochelle High School to teach and coach, 
climbing to school administration as a dean. He went on to become an 
assistant professor at Queensborough Community College, and then dean 
at Manhattan College. In 1975, Mr. Jones left the academic world to work 
for fair hiring practices within the county government.  

The 1929 building that occupies the southwest corner of Main Street and 
Centre Avenue, at 573-570 MAIN STREET, is one of New Rochelle’s 
finest examples of Art Deco-styled commercial buildings. Although the 
architecture of the structure itself is unremarkable, the façade displays 
outstanding detail in the elaborate ornamentation: each upper bay 
contains a profusion of animals, fruits, faces, and other natural elements 
in the terra cotta relief. 

GLEN ISLAND CASTLE was a prominent feature of “John Starin’s Glen 
Island Resort,” one of America’s earliest and most popular theme parks.  
More than half a century before Disneyland and Epcot Center, decades 
before Playland, JOHN STARIN* created his park on eight islands o! 
New Rochelle’s southern shore. The Sound cluster was ideally distanced 
from New York City, where Starin controlled the country’s largest fleet of 
steamboats that provided a convenient link between the populated island 
of Manhattan and the o!shore islands of the rural Westchester community. 
By the mid 1880s, tens of thousands of New Yorkers were boarding Starin’s 
vessels each summer day for a pleasurable water trip to his destination.  
The islands were connected by footbridges and chain ferries and provided 
restaurants, game rooms, a zoo, an aviary, a museum of natural history, 
bridle paths, beaches, a miniature railroad, and more.  Starnburg Castle 
treated guests to singing waiters in lederhausen pouring pitchers of New 
Rochelle Lager Beer. “Kleine Deutschland” (“Little Germany”) was just 
one of Starin’s ethnically-themed habitats that attracted guests until the 
resort’s closing by World War I. 

Trinidadian-American dancer, choreographer, and anthropologist, the 
illustrious career of PEARL PRIMUS* helped establish the importance of 
African American dance in United States culture. Graduating from Hunter 
College in 1940 with a degree in biology and premedical studies, she instead 
pursued dance and anthropology, traveling extensively and performing 
with the Martha Graham Dance Company, Alvin Ailey American Dance 
Theater, and others. Her work has been performed in Broadway musicals 
and by her own dance company. She and her husband, dancer Percival 
Borde, settled in New Rochelle, on Coligni Avenue.

FREDERICK REMINGTON*, the celebrated artist of America’s West, 
created his major paintings and sculptures while living in New Rochelle. In 
1892 Remington and his wife, Eva, purchased their Gothic-styled cottage 
o! Webster Avenue Designed by Alexander Jackson Davis in 1858. The 301 
Webster Avenue house was located on a large parcel, with unobstructed 
views of the Sound. While Remington was recreating every dramatic detail 
of cowboy life, from the confines of the huge studio he had built, Eva was 
actively engaged in her community. Mrs. Remington was a founding 
member of the New Rochelle Day Nursery.  Citing unhappiness with New 
Rochelle’s pending growth and development, the Remington’s moved to 
Ridgefield, Connecticut, in 1909. Frederic died six months later, at the age 
of 48. 

Palatial homes built by Old World craftsmen, sweeping Sound views, and 
magnificent gardens…these were the estates that dotted New Rochelle’s *Read more about these individuals in the New Rochelle Walk of Fame, Library Green  


