
  

Master Developer Chosen 
for Downtown Redevelopment
Heralding the largest and most significant economic 
development initiative in New Rochelle’s history, 
the City of New Rochelle in December entered into 
a Master Development agreement with RDRXR to 
revitalize multiple sites in the City’s downtown. RDRXR 
will undertake extensive community visioning, to 
create a consensus-driven, mixed-use, transit-oriented 
proposal that would spur economic growth and job 
creation for the entire region. 
The selection of a Master Developer caps a detailed 
and thoughtful process that began with various 
studies and planning exercises over the past year. 
The choice of a single development team will ensure 
an integrated, efficient, and holistic approach for the 
entire downtown, maximizing the value of all sites.
The goals of the project are:
•  Enhance our city’s downtown area in a way that 

appeals to members of our entire city and the larger 
region and serves as a catalyst for job creation, 
economic growth, private investment, and higher 
property values.

•  Usher New Rochelle into the 21st century,  
while respecting our city’s history and soul, and  
celebrating and enhancing New Rochelle’s cultural 
and artistic vitality.

•  Leverage and utilize New 
Rochelle’s unparalleled 
location and transit access 
to provide attractive 
housing options for young 
professionals, seniors and 
the workforce.

•  Strengthen New Rochelle’s 
tax base and provide a 
positive return to taxpayers.

•  Improve our environment 
through green, sustainable, 
energy-efficient design while 
creating a new skyline with 
iconic architecture that  
inspires civic pride.

RDRXR began their community 
outreach in January with 
stakeholder meetings and will 
be opening two community 
outreach centers in the downtown this spring- 
one at 2 Clinton Place and the other on North Avenue. 
The latest information can be found on the City 
website at www.newrochelleny.com/masterdev and 
on the RDRXR website at www.crowdsourcenr.com 
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Leaf Removal Program Yields  
Cleaner Streets, Storm Drains 
Thanks to overwhelming participation in the 
City’s new leaf collection policy, our Public Works 
crews were able to complete Citywide leaf 
collection by the end of December. The absence 
of leaf piles made for cleaner streets and storm 
drains. This coming summer and fall, the City 
will continue the “Love Em and Leave Em” mulch 
mowing program with local demonstrations. 

Mulch mowing makes for healthier lawns and 
gardens and reduces or eliminates the amount 
of material to haul away. For more information 
visit www.newrochelleny.com/leaf. 

Yard waste collection begins April 7. For 
guidelines visit www.newrochelleny.com/DPW

Pothole Repair Begins
Winter’s freeze/thaw cycles are starting to 
take their toll on City streets and potholes are 
emerging. To assist the City with pothole 

location and reporting this spring, email the  
city at potholes@newrochelleny.com or call  
the Streets and Highways Department at  
(914) 235-4029 

Photo credit RDRXR
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From the Mayor

Dear Neighbors,
There is a lot happening in New 
Rochelle. In this edition of your City 
newsletter, you can read about 
everything from new energy saving 
measures, to the latest public safety 
statistics, to important investments in 
local infrastructure.
But our top priority in 2015 is economic 
development. Through a new “master 
development agreement,” we are 
aiming to create a thriving, walkable 
downtown that appeals to our entire 
city and region, and that serves as 
a catalyst for job creation, private 
investment, and higher property values 
– not to mention a positive return for 
taxpayers. It’s the most ambitious 
effort of its kind in New Rochelle’s 
history, with the potential to achieve 
dramatic changes.
There’s more information about this 
exciting initiative on page 1, including 
an invitation for every resident to 
get involved in shaping our future. I 
encourage you to voice your opinion 
and offer your ideas.
And, of course, don’t hesitate to contact 
City Hall for assistance with any 
municipal issues. It is our job to serve.
Sincerely,

Noam Bramson 
Mayor 

Annual State of the City  
Mayor Bramson’s March 24 State of the City 
Address can be viewed on the City website 
www.newrochelleny.com and on NRTV 
channels 75 (Cablevision) and 28 (Verizon)
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Branding Initiative Update
In February, North Star Destination 
Strategies presented the findings of 
their branding study to the City Council. 
The branding process is about halfway 
completed and a new brand platform 
will be introduced this spring. This 
comprehensive approach will support the 

City’s Economic Development initiatives 
and provide the tools and templates  
for outreach. An overview of the North 
Star study, including powerpoints and 
presentations, can be viewed at  
www.newrochelleny.com/branding. 

Your Tax Dollar
The 2015 City budget cuts 
year-to-year spending by 4%, 
while remaining within the New 
York State tax cap. The City’s 
operating budget of $117 million 
represents just a small portion 
of your entire tax bill-19% to 
be exact. We are committed to 
delivering quality services at the 
best value to our residents.

Bond Refinancing 
Nets Savings to City
Taking advantage of continued lower 
market interest rates, in late 2014 the 
City sold approximately $10.6 million 
of general obligation refunding bonds 
(“refunding bonds”) to replace higher-
interest 2005 Series A general obligation 
bonds. The maturity schedule of the 
refunding bonds mirrors that of the 
issue being refunded and will produce 
budgetary savings of $1,346,000 over 
the next nine years for an average 
savings to taxpayers of about $150,000 
per year.

NR noted for excellence in financial 
reporting for 23rd straight year
The Certificate of Achievement for 
Excellence in Financial Reporting (CAFR) 
has been awarded to the City of New 
Rochelle by the Government Finance 
Officers Association of the United States 
and Canada for its Fiscal Year 2013 
financial report. This is the twenty-third 
consecutive year New Rochelle has 
received the award, the highest form of 
recognition in the area of government 
accounting and financial reporting- a 
credit to our Department of Finance. 

DID YOU 
KNOW?

Parking Permit System Streamlined
In an effort to streamline the City’s parking   
system, the City of New Rochelle has 
contracted with LAZ Parking for parking 
permit renewals and applications. LAZ 
Parking will now be accepting all permit 
renewals and applications at their ground 
floor office conveniently located at the New 
Roc Garage, 33 Le Count Place. In addition 
to offering full day office hours - Monday 
through Friday from 8:30am to 4pm- LAZ 
Parking offers a free online permitting 
system which allows parking patrons to 
automatically renew their permits, make 
changes to their account, and add/or 

change their vehicle information. Registered 
users can also update their vehicle 
information, apply for additional permits, 
and set up their accounts to automatically 
renew prior to their permit expiring. To visit 
the new online permitting system visit 
www.newrochelleny.com, click on “parking 
permit renewal” or contact LAZ Parking at 
nrparking@lazparking.com
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Development Update      
The City is striving for positive development that will improve and 
expand services for all who live, work, run businesses, own property, 
and/or are invested in New Rochelle.
Current Initiatives include:
•  Up-zoning North Avenue to create a vibrant corridor of locally 

owned stores, residential apartments, office space; safe attractive 
streets and public spaces; and improved access to the waterfront.

•  Increased density in the Downtown area. This is an ambitious 
plan partnering with RDRXR (see page 1) to transform city owned 
properties in the downtown which in turn will become a catalyst for 
private development.

•  Expansion of the Transit Center in line with the State initiative to 
run Metro North trains from New Rochelle into Penn Station; and 
to bring people into New Rochelle for work every day from other 
parts of the tri-state area.

•  Updating both the Comprehensive Plan and the Local Waterfront 
Revitalization Program with broad public outreach efforts.

These initiatives are expected to create a vibrant, safe city core with 
well-frequented, locally-owned stores, restaurants and businesses, 
along with encouraging new ventures making the City an even more 
attractive place to live in and to visit. The planned development 
includes improved multi modal transportation, more arts, more 
shopping and even more great dining.

As these initiatives are 
realized, New Rochelle 
will increase sales 
tax revenue; achieve 
greater returns on 
commercial properties 
through higher density; 
improve the desirability 
of properties generally; 
and in turn improve 
New Rochelle for the 
benefit of its residents 
and businesses. 
Not all development, 
however, is good development. Sometimes development happens 
and a place loses what made it special. The City needs to hear from 
YOU to make sure New Rochelle gets it right - what to change, and 
what to keep. 
Take part in the coming outreach opportunities and surveys. Tell us 
what YOU consider desirable change and development. Share your 
enthusiasm!New Rochelle is a small city with a big soul. Let’s work 
together to make it even better.

Train Station Update   
The historic New 
Rochelle Train Station 
is now host to history 
in the making as 
mural artist Piero 
Manrique brings 
iconic New Rochelle 
images to life. With 
complementary 
colors and themes 
reflecting the City 
direction- past, 

present and future- the project will stretch from the walls of the 
main hall onto the side corridor and ceilings. To mitigate commuting 
congestion, the artist will be working a mixture of days and evenings 
until the grand opening planned for early Spring.
The mural is the perfect complement to the new concierge kiosk, 
which features a 24 hour security detail and two display screens 
with the latest 
information from the 
City and downtown.  
A custom display 
rack also features 
information from City 
schools, Chamber 
of Commerce, 
restaurants, arts 
organizations  
and more.

New Bus Shelters 
for Downtown
A new and expanded contract with 
Westchester County means new  
bus shelters for the City’s 
downtown. Existing shelters on  
Main Street and Huguenot, many 
worn and unlit, are being replaced 
with modern styles and benches. 

DID YOU 
KNOW?
New Rochelle ranked #13 in 24/7 Wall Street’s “America’s best 
cities to Live in”. New Rochelle was among 550 cities with 
populations of 65,000 or more judged on an array of variables, 
including crime rates, employment growth, educational attainment, 
and housing affordability. And, Movado Real Estate rated New 
Rochelle as one of the Top Ten places to live in New York.

Sign on for Retail Business 
Registration Program by March 31
To better provide support to local retail businesses, the City of 
New Rochelle has established a new Retail Business Registration 
Program, requiring all retail businesses to sign up by March 31, 
2015. The online registration portal is open at www.newrochelleny.
com/business and is available in both English and Spanish. The 
data collected will assist in the creation of a comprehensive 
business directory, and be used to share emergency alerts as well as 
notification of business-related events and opportunities.
Additional information is available on the City’s website at 
www.newrochelleny.com/business or by calling Tom Pfister, 
Business Ambassador at 914.654.2189



From the New Rochelle Fire Department 

Cold Weather Safety Tips
Spring may be here but winter’s chill still lingers. The New Rochelle 
Fire Department urges residents to follow these important safety 
guidelines when using alternate heating sources in their homes:
• Follow manufacturer’s instructions for use.
•  Use fireplaces, wood stoves, or other combustion heaters  only if 

they are properly vented to the outside and do not leak flue gas 
into the indoor air space. Portable kerosene heaters are prohibited.

•  Use only the type of fuel your heater is designed to use -  
don’t substitute.

•  Do not place a space heater on top of furniture, near water, or 
within three feet of anything that may catch on fire, such as 
drapes, furniture, or bedding. Never cover your space heater.

•  Never leave children or pets unattended near a space heater, 
fireplace or wood burning stove.
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New Salt 
Dome
The Department of Public 
Works new salt dome  
was completed in December. 
The 6,000 square feet 
structure protects 1,800 tons 
of salt from the elements.

DID YOU 
KNOW?
DPW maintains 176 miles of City roadway, along 
with municipal lots and City sidewalks.

New Apparatus for NRFD 
The New Rochelle Fire Department will welcome 
a new Engine 22 in March . Housed at Station 2 on 
Webster Avenue, the engine will serve West New 
Rochelle and be used as a mutual aid apparatus to 
assist neighboring municipalities in  
an emergency .

LED Streetlights Coming this Spring
Energy-efficient LED fixtures will be installed beginning this spring 
in about 7,000 street lights throughout the City. These new lights 
will save the City an average of 2.8 million kilowatt hours, cutting 
our electricity use just about in half. The energy cost savings are 
impressive: annual reductions are expected to begin at $270,000 the  

first year and increase after the cost of the fixtures is paid off. It’s 
estimated that over the estimated 20 year lifespan of the LEDs the 
City will save $9 million. Energy saving through LED is one of the 
recommendations of the City’s sustainability plan, GreeNR  
www.newrochelleny.com/greeNR.   

New Windows Save Energy, $
Energy-efficient 
windows have been 
installed at the 
bottom floors at 
City Hall. Concluded 
in February, the $3 
million project was 
funded in large 
part by a federal 
grant secured by 
Congresswoman 
Nita Lowey. 
Future phases 
will include the upper floors and 
Fire Department wing and the total savings are projected  
at $106,000 annually.  

Spring Ahead and Check 
Your Smoke Detector

 When you change the clocks in 
spring andfall it’s the perfect  
time to check your smoke detectors . 
Carbon monoxide detectors should 
also be installed in every residence, 
at least one on every level .

Infrastructure Improvements
A $3 million project to improve drainage in the Halcyon Park 
neighborhood has begun. Funded with majority funding by  
federal and state grants, the project area will improve  
stormwater flow and capacity, to reduce the frequency of  
flooding. The work will extend well beyond the neighborhood  
with the replacement of existing pipes, so patience while  
traveling in the area is appreciated. The City will continue to  
pursue grants for other areas needing mitigation as well. 
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PUBLIC  SAFETY

Home Security &  
Burglary Prevention
 
Helpful Tips to Make Your Home Safer
Burglars want to spend less than 60 seconds trying to break into a home .  
And, most home burglaries –about 62% - happen between the hours of 6 AM to 6PM .  
Protect yourself and your home from potential burglars with these simple steps:

Make your home look lived in when you are away. 
Make sure your lawn is taken care of, mail and 
newspapers picked up. Put a TV, light or radio on a 
timer to make it seem like someone’s home.

Know your neighbors. Getting to know the people 
you live around is one of the most important safety 
steps you can take.  
Closer-knit neighborhoods generally report fewer 
break-ins.

Install a security system. Homes with security 
systems are three times less likely to be broken 
into than those without.

Put up an alarm system sign even if you don’t have 
an alarm. This will make any burglar 
think twice.

Don’t advertise valuables. Burglars will often drive 
through a neighborhood to seek potential targets. 
Always keep your garage closed and keep bikes and 
scooters off the lawn. 

Lock it up. Make sure you lock every entry to your 
house even if you are only leaving for a short time. 
Burglars will sometimes ring your front doorbell to 
see if you are home, and then go to your back door 
to break in. Use a deadbolt lock on all entrances. 

Don’t leave a spare key out. Instead, give one to a 
trusted neighbor or friend.

Pay attention to doors and windows. Use a simple 
door jam on a patio or deck door as extra security, 
and nail a pin into the frame of windows to prevent 
from raising more than a few inches.

Install simple motion detector lights.

Keep trees and bushes trimmed and away from 
doors and windows.

Don’t store valuables in the master bedroom. A 
burglar looking for valuables in a home will make 
the master bedroom their first stop.

DID YOU 
KNOW?
NRPD Annual Report Shows Crime Rate 
at Historic Low
New Rochelle remains in the top 10% of the safest 
cities among similarly-sized municipalities across the 
nation, according to the annual New Rochelle Police 
Department report released in March. 
Part I crime statistics for 2014 were the lowest since 
1960, showing an overall reduction of 6% and with 
decreases in almost all categories, most notably auto 
theft (33%), robbery (10%), larceny (6%), and burglaries 
(5%). In 2014, the department responded to nearly 
50,000 calls for service
The annual report also details departmental 
accomplishments, including increasing DWI 
enforcement by 67%, and the installation of 47 
municipal surveillance cameras throughout the City. To 
view the report visit www.newrochelleny.com/NRPD



Sustainability:

Walk to work,  
bike to work days
Tune up the bike, get on your 
sneakers and ditch the car 
for a day! Plans are under 
way for the City’s first Walk to 
Work (April 3) and Bike to Work 
(May 15) days. These national 
events remind us that there 
are healthy alternatives to 
everyday driving. visit www.
newrochelleny.com  for more 
information

Calling all Moms!
Moms of all ages are invited 
to a pre-Mother’s Day brunch 
on Saturday, May 2 at 11AM 
at the Hugh A. Doyle Senior 
Center. Featuring great food 
and inspirational speakers, this 
inaugural event was created by 
Moms Roc, an initiative of the 
New Rochelle Youth Bureau. 
Moms Roc is a diverse group  
of dedicated women committed 
to strengthening and educating 
mothers as they raise the next 
generation in our community.
Tickets are $20. For further 
details contact the Youth 
Bureau at (914) 654-2044. 

Easter 
Eggs-travaganza
Join us at the Hugh A. Doyle 
Center on March 28th starting 
at 10:00am for a day full of 
egg surprises for children 
grades preschool- grade 2. 
Pre-registration required. For 
more information visit www.
newrochelleny.com/parks 
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PARKS AND RECREATION 
WWW.NEWROCHELLENY.COM/PARKS   n    (914) 654-2087

Registration Opens for Summer Day Camps
Applications are now being accepted for the 
City of New Rochelle Department of Parks and 
Recreation Summer Day Camps and Preschool 
Camp. All run from July 6- August 14, 2015. 
The Summer Day Camps will be held at Ward 
School and Jefferson School for graduating 
kindergarteners through 5th grade and features 
sports, games, performing arts, nature, tennis, 
weekly swimming and themed activities as well 
as day trips. The Preschool Camp at Webster 

School for children ages 3-5 years old features 
social learning through arts and crafts, music, 
movement skills, language, literature, indoor 
and outdoor play, weekly themed special 
activities. Application deadline is May 22, or 
until all spots are filled. For further information 
or to register, call the Department of Parks 
and Recreation at 654-2087. To download a 
brochure and forms, visit www.newrochelleny.
com/programs 

Save the Date
April 1: 
Skate Park Opens
April 15: 
Official Start of the 
Marina Summer Season
April 24: 
Spring Fling Dance at 
the Hugh Doyle Center

Seniors’ Valentines 
Hunt and Luncheon 
Seniors at the Hugh A. Doyle Senior Center 
enjoyed Valentines Day with a special 
Valentines Hunt and Luncheon. The New 
Rochelle Office for the Aging offers free, 
comprehensive services for New Rochelle 
seniors and their families and a wide variety 
of events and programs at the Hugh A. Doyle 
Senior Center.  Trained professionals are 
available for scheduled appointments during 
office hours. Walk-ins are accepted and 
welcomed. Call the Center at (914) 235-2363.

Middle School Drop-In Summer Program
Applications are available for current New Rochelle 
5th, 6th, and 7th graders for summer drop in 
program at Albert Leonard and Isaac E. Young 
Middle Schools. $50.00 supply fee due upon 
registration. www.newrochelleny.com/parks.

Summer Youth Employment  
Applications for youth ages 14-21 will be available 
April 1 . Visit www.newrochelleny.com/youth or 
call the Youth Bureau at (914) 654-2045 .

PawsPlace/Omnicards/ Tennis Cards 
passes are now available for renewal. 
Paws Place passes and Tennis Cards 
can now be renewed on-line!  
www.newrochelleny.com/parks

DID YOU 
KNOW?



Join the Invasive 
Vine Removal 
Volunteer  
Task Force
Events to be held at Ward Acres 
March 22, April 19
The New Rochelle Parks & 
Recreation Department will be 
sponsoring a new Invasive Vine 
Removal program on Sunday, 
March 22nd. It will be held at 
Ward Acres Park, at the corner 
of Broadfield and Quaker Ridge 
Road between 12 noon – 3 pm.  
No prior experience necessary
The program begins with a 
formal training workshop from 
12 noon – 1pm led by Master 
Gardener and Task Committee 
Coordinator Bob DelTorto, 
followed by vine removal from 
1pm – 3pm led by Task Force 
Leaders Julie Larkin and Rob 
Feuer. This is a great volunteer 
opportunity for students looking 
for community service, and for 
anyone who just wants to lend 
a hand. All tools and safety 
equipment will be provided 
by the New Rochelle Parks 
and Recreation Department. 
Participants under the age of 
16 must be accompanied by a 
parent or guardian. A second 
vine removal event is scheduled 
for Sunday, April 19th at the 
same location.

Summer 
Employment 
Sponsors needed
It’s not too early to consider 
being a worksite partner for 
summer interns. The Summer 
Youth Employment Program  
is on the lookout for companies 
and organizations interested 
in hosting a qualified young 
person ages 14-18. The 
program lasts 6 weeks during 
July and August and the weekly 
stipend will be paid through the 
City. Contact the Youth Bureau 
at (914) 654-2045.
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Community Partners
NRCA 40th Anniversary 
Celebration  
2015 marks the 40th Anniversary of the New 
Rochelle Council on the Arts. To celebrate, the 
Council will be hosting a series of pop-up “Arts 
Encounters” throughout the City that will bring 
the arts to residents where they live. In Janary,  
a group performed live music at the train station. 
Future plans include “en plein air” paintings, 
dance performances and spoken word. For more 
information visit www.newrochellearts.org 

Public Art:
Beechwood mural

A blank wall at the corner of 
Beechwood Ave at Main Street  
will become the City’s latest urban 
canvas this spring as artist Adam 
Daily begins his work in March.  
Over 33 artists from the New York 
metropolitan area and as far as  
Los Angeles and New Mexico 
responded to the request from  
the Municipal Arts Commission  
in October. A dedication is planned 
for April. For more information visit 
www.newrochelleny.com/
nrmuralproject

Arbor Day-2015
New Rochelle will celebrate over 25 years as a  
tree city with an Arbor Day observance at the  
end of April. Want a tree in your neighborhood?  
Contact the City’s Department of Public Works/
Bureau of Forestry at (914) 235-3549.

Master Plans for Feeney, Lincoln Parks

Capping months of public outreach and survey, 
the Department of Parks and Recreation in 
January unveiled new master plans for both 
Feeney and Lincoln Parks. These master plans- 
each with distinctive features- include necessary 
renovations of new lighting and walkways as well 

as inviting elements such as new landscaping, 
trees and even expanded community garden plots. 
As funding permits, these important renovations 
will be accomplished in phases beginning this 
spring. The plans can be reviewed on the City 
website www.newrochelleny.com/parks 

Lincoln Park

Feeney Park



  

We post, we tweet...
Like us and follow us! Connect with New Rochelle City Hall 
across a variety of social media platforms:
Facebook:/cityofnewrochelle /newrochelleyouthbureau  
/newrochelleparksandrecreation /newroseniors

Twitter: @newrochelleny
Sign up for e-newsletters at  
www.newrochelleny.com and  
click the ”notify me” tab.

New Rochelle Website  
Habla Espanol, Parla Italiano, 
and more!
Pages on our City website can be translated into 
multiple languages using Google Translate. Scroll 
down to the bottom of any page and click on the 
”Translate” button at the bottom. 
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Stay informed with Emergency and Community Messaging
Our  “New Ro Connect” emergency notification system 
provides you with quick, accurate messaging by phone, email 
and text directly from City Hall. Is your information correct? 
Log onto www.newrochelleny.com and click the Connect-CTY 
icon on the lower right to see. Each household or business 
can list up to five contacts- a primary phone, two secondary 
phones and two email addresses. All five contacts will be used 
during an actual emergency. 

For important community messages that are not time-
sensitive or of an emergency nature, only the primary contact 
number will be contacted.

Important Phone Numbers
City Hall  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .654-2000
City Manager . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .654-2140
City Clerk  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .654-2159
Mayor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .654-2150
For Police, Fire, and Ambulance  
Emergencies dial 911
An expanded City Hall phone directory may  
be found online at www.newrochelleny.com


