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MacQuesten Development LLC &  
New Rochelle Municipal Housing 
Authority Host Ground Breaking 

Ceremony for Phase II of Heritage 
Homes in New Rochelle 

 
Three-Phase affordable housing project will 

revitalize the community 
 
NEW ROCHELLE, N.Y. (August 13, 2014) – MacQuesten Development LLC, in partnership 
with the New Rochelle Municipal Housing Authority, today held the ground breaking ceremony 
for Phase II of the Heritage Homes affordable housing project in New Rochelle. The event was 
held at the construction site located at 55 Brook Street.  
 
Heritage Homes is replacing the Hartley Houses public housing development, which has been 
managed by the New Rochelle Municipal Housing Authority. Hartley Houses was designed in 
the 1940s as a “super block campus.” Today this style of development is seen as isolating its 
residents, which led to the replacement plan.  
 
In 2009, the New Rochelle Municipal Housing Authority awarded MacQuesten Development 
LLC a contract for the three-phase project to take place over a five-year period and replace the 
five existing buildings with town houses and low-rise apartments. Unlike similar redevelopment 
plans of obsolete public housing in Westchester County, MacQuesten and the Housing 
Authority did not apply under what is known as “HOPE VI” financing. Instead, the team crafted 
financing through the re-use of Housing Authority property, New York State Homes and 
Community Renewal, Low Income Housing Tax Credits, as well as Developer Equity. 
 
Construction is being done in phases so that none of the residents of Hartley Houses are 
displaced. In order for the team to maximize the number of units constructed in Phase I, it 
requested that City of New Rochelle revert the ownership of the baseball field to the Housing  



	  
 
 
Authority. The team successfully relocated eligible residents of Hartley Houses into 129 of 130 
of the new units. One apartment is set aside for a live-in super. Residents will continue to move 
from the old buildings as new buildings open throughout the remainder of the project. A 
replacement baseball field will be built on the site of the final demolished building, completing 
the project, and will be open to the community.   
 
Phase II is a $20 million project that will add 56 units to the recently completed 131 units. The 
56 units include five clusters of two- and three-story town houses, 49 two-bedroom apartments, 
and seven three-bedroom apartments. The property will have 77 parking spaces and include 
amenities such as laundry rooms, storage areas and a community room. Both phases are built 
green: recycled materials during construction, high efficiency heating and cooling units in each 
apartment, bamboo flooring, and Energy Star windows and appliances. At completion, Phase II 
will be Energy Star Certified. 
 
Phase III will be a $15 million project scheduled to start in Fall 2015 with 41 three-bedroom 
apartments and its own laundry facility and recreation space. 
 
Rella Fogliano, President of MacQuesten Development LLC, said: “I was thrilled in 2009 when 
MacQuesten was selected by the Board of the New Rochelle Municipal Housing Authority out of 
five competitors. The project has been challenging but the results have been more rewarding for 
me than all of our other projects to date. I remain grateful to the Housing Authority to have 
allowed us to partner with them.” 
 
When the first of the Hartley buildings were demolished, the tenants requested bricks as 
mementos since many of them have spent most of their lives there. Fogliano said: “This site 
means a lot to the residents and I am glad to be working with the Housing Authority to provide 
them with a better way of living.”  
 
Steve Horton, Executive Director of the New Rochelle Municipal Housing Authority, said: “The 
redevelopment of Hartley Houses is essential if the Housing Authority is to accomplish our 
mission of providing quality affordable housing for the residents of New Rochelle. The new 
Heritage Homes will be an affordable housing resource for the City and for generations to come. 
The partnership between the Housing Authority and the MacQuesten Development represents 
the type of public-private collaboration that can achieve large scale public benefit projects.”  


