
Remarks of Mayor Noam Bramson 
State of the City - March 20, 2014 

 
Eli, my thanks to you and the Chamber for once again organizing and hosting this event – and, on a 
personal note, congratulations on your retirement.  To Members of the City Council, colleagues in the 
Administration and City workforce, our partners with the School District and Public Library, to the 
many community leaders, neighbors and friends present tonight or watching at home, good evening. 
 
New Rochelle is a terrific community, and tonight we’ve got a lot to celebrate.  Don’t just take my 
word for it. 
 
Ask Sebastian Aliberti & Anthony Russo.  They’re the owners of Modern Pizza, one of the oldest and 
most beloved restaurants in New Rochelle.  When Sebastian and Anthony relocated Modern into the 
heart of downtown, spending a fortune to restore a beautiful space, it was a big risk.  But they were 
confident our city was a good bet.  And today that bet is paying off.  At the age of ninety-four, 
Modern’s never looked better, and never welcomed more happy customers through her doors. 
 
Ask Tony Murphy & Joe Schaller.  They are the longest-serving members of New Rochelle’s Police 
Department, coming up on their – get this - 40th anniversary with the PD.  When they were rookies, 
back in 1974, there were 2,621 property crimes in New Rochelle.  Well, apparently the bad guys heard 
there were a couple of new sheriffs in town, because, by last year, that number had been cut in half to 
1,387, making New Rochelle one of the safest cities its size anywhere in America. 
 
Ask Jesse Sanchez.  As the head of the New Rochelle Art Association, Jesse leads an organization that 
has included some of America’s best-known creative geniuses.  Although Jesse is a very modest man, 
there’s nothing modest about his talents, on full display in paintings that capture the soul of our city.  
And this spring, you’ll see another side of Jesse, with a public art installation that includes his cartoon 
depiction of the “Huguebots” repelling an alien invasion of New Rochelle (no joke). We’re all very 
lucky that Jesse has made New Rochelle his artistic home, and we all hope and pray that his chilling 
vision of the future does not come true. 
 
Ask Deborah Archer & Rich Buery.  They met at Yale Law, where they discovered a shared passion 
for social justice and equal opportunity. Deb went on to clerk for a federal judge, become an Associate 
at Simpson-Thatcher, and serve as Counsel at the NAACP Legal Defense Fund.  Today, she’s an 
Associate Dean at New York Law and a national Board Member of the ACLU.  Rich took his law 
degree and founded a not-for-profit to serve children and families in Brooklyn’s public housing, then 
was chosen to be President of the Children’s Aid Society, the first African-American to hold that post 
in 160 years. These two chronic underachievers, who somehow find time in the morning to get their 
kids over to Webster and Ward, illustrate the intellectual firepower and world-class experience here 
within our borders.  Alas, they’ll have to take a brief leave of absence from New Rochelle, because 
Rich was just appointed Deputy Mayor of a small town to our south called New York City.  You come 
on back, we’ll keep the lights on for you. 
 
Ask Diane Steinfink.  Diane is, hands-down, the number one booster of this city.  She is present for 
every event, every benefit, every performance, every occasion that calls for us to gather as neighbors.  
She shops in New Rochelle, she eats in New Rochelle, she even won an essay contest about New 
Rochelle (that’s for real.)  Day after day, Diane teaches us what is means to be an engaged citizen, and 
in the process, puts us elected officials to shame.  
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Ask Howard Rattner.  For 21 years, Howard has served as New Rochelle’s Finance Commissioner, 
and he’s seen it all.  Some might say Howard is a little cynical.  I disagree.  I’d say Howard is very 
cynical.  But here’s the thing, in every one of those 21 years, New Rochelle has been officially 
recognized for its excellence in financial reporting.  Howard’s sure and steady hand has helped see us 
through the toughest economy since the Great Depression, to emerge now with a healthier fund 
balance and stronger fiscal position.  And just a few weeks ago, his good work earned us a big nod from 
Moody’s, which removed a negative outlook on the City’s bond rating.  Howard, well done. 
 
Finally, ask Krystal Dixon.  A life-long New Rochellean, Krystal has always been a great athlete, but it 
wasn’t until Krystal took up boxing a few years back that she found her true calling.  And this year, 
Krystal won a championship.  Not the city championship.  Not the Westchester championship.  Not 
the state championship.  Krystal Dixon is the 2014 USA Boxing National Champion.  And, ladies and 
gentlemen, let me just tell you right now - if you disagree with anything I have said or will say tonight, 
go take it up with Ms. Dixon, and she’ll show you what’s what.   
 
These remarkable individuals - that’s who we are in New Rochelle.  Along with thousands of others – 
fire fighters and doctors, teachers and sanitation workers, native-born and immigrant – people who 
have chosen a community that exemplifies their values . . . chosen to be in New Rochelle. 
 
Sure, we’ve had some challenges here, maybe a tough battle or two.  And take it from me – not every 
plan goes as you intend.  But in a city with so much going for it, disputes and setbacks are like potholes.  
They drive you crazy in the winter. Then come spring, they get fixed, and we move on to better things.  
 
And, really, for all of our different perspectives and strong opinions, most of us share a common vision 
for what New Rochelle can and should be. 
 
• We want a thriving downtown with historic charm, a hip vibe, and a few more places to shop. 
 
• We want a vibrant waterfront that celebrates the beauty of the shore. 
 
• We want a responsive government that delivers good services at an affordable price. 
 
• And we want a true community where neighbors of every tradition and heritage are valued 

equally and welcomed with joy. 
  
This isn’t a Democratic or Republican vision.  These aren’t the goals of one particular mayor or one 
particular council member or one particular neighborhood.  This is a vision that brings all of us 
together. 
 
My friends, a new season of possibility is upon us.  There’s a clear path forward.  And you better 
believe that New Rochelle’s best days are ahead. 
 
So tonight, I want to report to you on our progress toward each piece of that vision we share. 
 
 
DOWNTOWN 
 
Let’s start downtown, where New Rochelle’s prospects are better today than at any time since the 
housing crash of 2008. 
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The national economy has picked up.  Developers and investors are looking for fresh opportunities. 
And the projects completed here in the last two decades have laid a foundation for success. 
 
And we are anchored by strong institutions in every direction. 
 
Just to the north is Iona College.  Last year, we partnered on zoning changes that help Iona grow, 
while also protecting neighborhoods that deserve a high quality of life.  As a result, Iona’s new master 
plan is focused on the North Avenue corridor, where the interests of the college and community are 
most closely aligned.  And this year the Council has a chance to make additional improvements in the 
North Avenue zone, all the way to the transit area, to the benefit of homeowners, businesses and 
students alike.  
 
Just to the west is Montefiore, one of the nation’s most highly-regarded health care providers.  By 
coming to New Rochelle this past year, Montefiore rescued a hospital that had been in serious trouble.  
But they also did more.  They gave the City a forward-looking, well-capitalized partner that can help 
us stake a claim to the growing market for medical office space, research, and the high-skill jobs vital to 
our region.  And it doesn’t hurt that for a couple of decades, Montefiore’s dynamic President Steve 
Safyer called New Rochelle home. 
 
Just to the south is the College of New Rochelle, a place steeped in history and yet also nimble enough 
to adapt to the needs of every era.  Including this era.  We’re working with CNR right now to bring 
biomedical businesses to New Rochelle – connecting space on campus, to the talent pool of the School 
of Nursing, to the tax benefits of the Start-Up New York program.  CNR was founded by the Ursuline 
order of nuns, so I’m on safe ground referring to our application as a marriage made in heaven. 
 
Just to the east is Monroe, which is expanding by leaps and bounds.  Monroe has already demonstrated 
a deep commitment to our community through its leadership in the great work of the Business 
Improvement District, its consistent support for civic programs, and its big investments in campus 
development – all, by the way, paying full taxes.  And the success of Monroe’s culinary program is 
helping fuel the phenomenal growth of our restaurant sector. 
 
And right in the center is the New Rochelle Public Library, which remains a hub of cultural activity, a 
link to the wider world, a space for the display of the arts, and a vital provider of services.  Plus, it sits 
on a pretty darn good piece of real estate, which makes the Library Board’s enthusiastic participation 
in our planning efforts all the more essential. 
 
And those are just the big boys (and girls.)  Between Pintard and Echo, Sickles and Union Street, we’ve 
got hundreds of businesses, thousands of jobs, tens of thousands of people, tens of millions in spending 
power. 
 
These are the assets we bring to the table. 
 
Most importantly, and hot off the presses, we have laid out a comprehensive blueprint for positive 
change.  I’m talking about two comprehensive studies, produced through months of hard work, chock-
a-block with detailed proposals for transit-oriented development and for improvements in traffic 
circulation and design. 
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In all, 1.5 million square feet of new research & medical office space, 2,000 new apartments, 500,000 
square feet of new retail – all linked together with plazas, walkways and roads that are more functional, 
more lively, and more attractive. 
 
Just imagine: approaching our downtown through a North Avenue biotech corridor, humming with 
doctors, scientists and technicians.  Imagine crossing a sky-bridge spanning I-95 to catch the morning 
train to Grand Central or, with the anticipated West Side rail link, to Penn Station, too.  Imagine 
arriving in New Rochelle, then emerging directly into the atrium of a new office complex that rises 
proudly into the air.  Or strolling to Main Street along charming alleyways, to find there even more of 
our historic buildings restored and filled with shops and eateries that cater to residents and workers, old 
and new. 
 
That’s what we’re talking about. 
 
And to get it done, the Commissioner of Development has proposed a model that’s new for our city – a 
master development agreement. A framework that encompasses more sites, more flexibility, a bigger 
picture view, and better consultation early on to harmonize our objectives with the realities of the 
marketplace. 
 
We’re putting into play two principle development clusters, including ten major parcels under public 
ownership, with opportunities for dozens more private property owners to participate – all with our 
train station at the core of a resurgent city center.    
 
This is no timid, incremental step.  This is a bold stroke from an ambitious city that is determined to 
take charge of its own future. 
 
And while no plan of this scale can be accomplished in a day or even a year, we can start acting right 
now to make it real. 
 
With the Council’s support, we will have a Request for Qualifications on the street by May and then 
select a development team (or teams) around the end of the summer.  
 
Here’s the personal ad.  Dynamic city seeks creative developer. Us: historic, diverse suburb just thirty 
minutes from Manhattan, open for business.  You: the know-how and resources to put shovels in the 
ground.  Must respect public input, be ready for a long-term relationship, be excited about the future.  
 
My friends, New Rochelle is a great catch. 
 
So you can tell I’m fired up about what’s coming.  But I don’t want you to have the impression we’re 
just sitting around waiting for the construction cranes.  No way.  
 
Even as we plan for tomorrow, we’ve also got to make the most of what New Rochelle is right now.    
 
Today, New Rochelle is the place where you can catch the latest IMAX movie in the afternoon, gobble 
up Westchester’s best fried chicken for dinner, and finish up at a stylish lounge for a nightcap.  It’s here 
you’ll find the most authentic tacos, horchata and tamales this side of the Rio Grande.  Where else can 
you enjoy a great Vegan lunch, buy a fashionable handbag, and admire an amazing piece of art, all in 
a single shop?  Or spread out a picnic on Library Green with a baguette straight from the oven and a 
bottle of wine straight from France. 
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This is a great town already.  And this year, we’ll make the experience of visiting the heart of our city 
even better. 
 
We’ll make it better for people who drive, by bringing in professional parking managers to oversee all 
of our public parking areas and provide better quality service and maintenance. 
 
We’ll make it better for commuters, with a new concierge desk at the train station to improve security, 
and provide a warm welcome.  Need information about the latest BID activities?  The concierge has 
got you covered.  Want a map to local art galleries?  Here you are. Help getting Broadway theater 
tickets? Not so much.  But you get the idea. 
 
We’ll make it better for walkers and cyclists by saying good-bye to an obsolete 1950s mindset that’s all 
about speed and car lanes, and saying hello to streets with a human scale that serve us all. 
 
We’ll make it better for diners.  Restaurant Week begins on March 31st.  $26 for a three-course meal at 
thirteen participating establishments. If you haven’t tasted what New Rochelle is serving up, this is your 
chance. 
 
And we’ll make it better for entrepreneurs with a new Business Ambassador, who is on call to cut 
through red tape, assist with grant applications, encourage high standards, and demonstrate that the 
hard work and faith of our businesspeople is valued. 
 
And because, let’s face it, image can sometimes matter almost as much as substance, we’re also 
launching a professional branding exercise, led by a top notch, nationally regarded firm.  A brand is 
more than a slogan or logo, it’s a way of communicating simply and clearly who we are.  Done right, 
across multiple platforms over an extended period of time, a brand can boost our economy and 
property values.  So, especially with so much going on, it’s time to stop keeping New Rochelle’s virtues 
a secret, and time to start sharing our pride. 
 
Each and every one of these steps will promote success today and get us where we want to go 
tomorrow. 
 
And if it seems like a lot to do, and it is, just remember that we have a record of turning goals into 
accomplishments. 
 
By adopting our award-winning Sustainability Plan, we set the framework for reducing energy costs 
and waste.  By defining our infrastructure priorities, we accessed funds for rebuilding Lincoln Avenue, 
North Avenue, Wilmot Road, and now an all-new traffic management system for Huguenot and Main.  
By laying out our objectives at Flowers Park, we made it possible for New Rochelle to build the best 
athletic complex in the entire region. 
 
Are there hurdles ahead?  You bet.  And the bigger our ambitions, the bigger the challenges.  But I am 
convinced we can overcome them. 
 
Let’s take one example of a serious issue. Housing and schools. 
 
As I mentioned before, housing is part of our downtown growth strategy. 
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Why?  Because whether it’s workforce apartments for essential service providers; or live-work space for 
artists; or better options for the young professionals that attract jobs and support local businesses; or 
land use patterns that reduce reliance on the car, protect open space, and cut down on greenhouse 
gases . . .  housing can be a good thing that makes New Rochelle stronger. 
 
But . . . many people have legitimate concerns about the effect of new housing on our school system.  
As a parent and a taxpayer, I get it.  Who wants growth if the result is overcrowded classrooms or 
bigger tax bills? 
 
And even though we’re doing a better job today of making accurate student projections and 
incorporating school expenses into development deals, it’s true that past analyses have looked at 
individual projects in isolation, instead of examining the whole picture. 
 
And that leaves some big questions: 
 
What are the tipping points that might require school expansion or construction?   
 
How do we allocate those costs in a way that’s fair to everyone, without erecting unreasonable barriers 
to the investment we need? 
 
Important stuff.  So what do you do when you see an obstacle like that that’s standing between you and 
a worthy goal?  Do you give up and turn back?  Do you pretend it doesn’t exist?  Or do you find a way 
forward? 
 
For us, it’s forward.  This year, the City will work directly with the School District to make sure the big 
questions get answered.  No politics, no hyperbole – a professional, holistic examination of school 
capacity, district by district, matched up to baseline population trends and to the City’s development 
targets. 
 
Struggling cities shrink.  Healthy cities grow.  And by planning ahead, we can grow the right way. 
 
Put it all together – the assets we possess, the plans we have shaped, and the hurdles we can see and 
surmount – and there’s no reason why New Rochelle’s downtown can’t be the envy of Westchester and 
a model to cities everywhere. 
 
We’ve got all the ingredients, a little heat from the economy, and a great recipe.  Let’s get cooking. 

 
 
WATERFRONT 
 
Our shared vision takes us next to the waterfront. 
 
And whether you were for or against the most recent proposal for Echo Bay, almost all of us can agree 
that our shoreline is too precious an asset to waste on salt piles and garbage trucks.  Everyone in New 
Rochelle expects better and deserves better. 
 
By parting ways with Forest City, the Council closed the last chapter in this book, but there’s a lot left 
to write.  And just two days ago, the Council began work on the next chapter. 
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At the Council’s bipartisan direction, the City will entertain new proposals from five competitors – the 
four finalists in the Armory design competition that occurred last year, plus the runner-up from the 
RFP process seven years ago. 
 
Each will be asked to outline a plan focused on, though not limited to, five properties – the City Yard, 
the Armory, and the former Nelstad, Mancuso, and Con Ed sites.   
 
And while each competitor will be provided with the planning analyses and development parameters 
that shaped our last effort, they won’t be bound by them.  So creativity and originality are welcomed. 
 
And we intend to move quickly - a two-month turn around for new proposals.  Not nearly enough, of 
course, for a detailed, fully evaluated review of impacts or business terms – that comes later.  But 
probably enough to judge the vision, design-sensibility, financial support, and organizational capacity 
of the competitors. 
 
If the Council likes what it sees, then we can take the next steps with a new designated partner.  If not, 
we can launch a fresh competition, open to anyone. 
 
And alongside these steps, of course, we’ll have to make firm decisions about what to do with the City 
Yard. 
 
Now, to be perfectly honest, this is not exactly the process that I would have recommended.  If I were 
making this decision alone, we would proceed somewhat differently. 
 
But while I may be a little stubborn sometimes, I can also take a hint after a visit to the woodshed. 
 
Having pushed hard for the last plan, and having heard a big chunk of our community say loud and 
clear “not so fast, Mr. Mayor,” I respect that others deserve their chance to put forward alternatives.   
 
And, really, the only truly bad choice here would be making no choice at all, and letting an 
opportunity wash out like the tide.   
 
So if a majority of Council is ready to settle on a set of principles for moving ahead, then I’m ready to 
sign on.  And, though I’m disappointed that the last proposal was turned down, nobody will be happier 
than me if new and better possibilities emerge. 
 
Let’s remember also that our waterfront is bigger than Echo Bay.   
 
There’s another property just off our coast that we talk about from time to time.  And if you thought 
the tussle over Forest City was intense, I invite you to step into the Wayback Machine, set it for the late 
1980s, and attend a public hearing about the Xanadu proposal for Davids Island. 
 
But just because we got it wrong on Davids Island a generation ago, doesn’t mean we should be afraid 
to touch it now.  It’s too special a place, with too much potential. 
 
Instead, let’s learn from the mistakes of the past.  Rather than responding to the latest pitch from Joe 
Developer or Jane Developer, let’s decide up front what we want and go after it.  
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That’s why we recently completed a terrific study of reuse options for the Island, one of the best 
volunteer-produced reports I’ve ever seen.  That study carefully evaluated environmental challenges, 
infrastructure requirements, sea-level rise, and every other key factor - helping to discard costly 
distractions like a bridge, while illustrating a sustainable model that combines tourism, research, 
energy-generation, and public access.   
 
And that’s why, as a next step, we should complete and approve our Local Waterfront Revitalization 
Plan – the LWRP.  I know, it sounds bureaucratic – another acronym and another thick document to 
file with Albany.  But really, it’s about getting our ducks in a row, and defining goals for our whole 
waterfront that are as clear as our goals for Main Street. 
 
Fortunately, we just received a State grant of about $80,000 to finish up the LWRP.  Let’s get it done, 
so that next year we can take on the exciting challenge of Davids Island with renewed focus and broad 
public support. 
 
New Rochelle is called the Queen City of the Sound.  But I am tired of that phrase being a wistful 
description of our past or a vague hope for our future.  I want it to ring true for this generation of 
residents.  Achieving that purpose is worth a little heat.  And I am confident that, together, we will 
reclaim the shore for every one of us to enjoy. 
 
 
BUDGET 
 
The third piece of our shared vision concerns affordability and accountability.  What do we pay to live 
in one of America’s highest cost regions, and what do we get in return. 
 
On this front, notwithstanding what you may have heard from some quarters, New Rochelle’s got a 
pretty good record. 
 
Our community has the lowest municipal tax rate of the big cities of Westchester.   
 
We’ve got a lean, efficient workforce, with reasonable long-term contracts. 
 
We’re maintaining comparatively low debt levels.   
 
We’ve tapped the talents of our own citizens to look comprehensively at spending patterns, and we’ve 
enlisted experts to evaluate big categories of service delivery, from Fire to sanitation. 
 
This past year, we even put together an unprecedented and successful coalition, led by our State 
legislative delegation, to relieve property taxpayers of exorbitant hydrant rental costs, saving the City 
budget more than a million dollars each year. 
 
So ladies and gentlemen, that nod of approval from Moody’s that I mentioned up front . . . it didn’t 
just fall into our laps by accident.  It was the product of hard work. 
 
But that doesn’t mean we are satisfied.  No way. 
 
Because having the lowest city taxes in Westchester is like being the happiest kid at the dentist’s office.  
Not good enough.  
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Too many residents are stretched to the limit or beyond.  And too many services and investments are, 
in fact, badly underfunded. 
 
You don’t have to delve into budget line items to know that.  Just look at our roads after snowstorms.  
Have you wondered why the pavement seems clearer across the border in Scarsdale or Larchmont or 
Pelham?  It’s not because our guys aren’t working their tails off.  It’s because those other communities 
have between three and five times more plows per street-mile than we do.  And that’s just one of many 
examples. 
 
The City Council and staff are going to continue looking for responsible savings within our own house 
– we’re looking right now at the possibility leaf mulching and bagging, for example – but the traditional 
opportunities for cutting costs have been pretty much exhausted.  So to continue respecting the tax cap 
and meeting our service obligations, we’d better start looking at non-traditional opportunities, too. 
 
It is time for an aggressive, comprehensive and determined effort to share services with other 
governments. 
 
There’s lots of ways to do it.   
 
Merge private contracts on outsourced services for lower per unit costs, as we’ve already done with 
road paving.  One municipality could hire another to perform a service.  Or municipalities could 
jointly contract with a regional entity.  
 
It’s not rocket science, but it does require someone to take charge. 
 
That would be a natural leadership role for the County government to assume.  But if the County isn’t 
ready to act, then we shouldn’t wait. 
 
Maybe under the umbrella of the Westchester Municipal Officials Association, maybe in concert with 
Sustainable Westchester, or simply through consultation with colleagues across municipal lines: 
 
Let’s look at rolling up energy performance agreements for more savings.  Let’s cooperate to maintain 
and repair municipal fleets.  Let’s share expertise on compliance with federal regulations.  Let’s take a 
close look at every contracted service, from processing parking tickets, to cleaning uniforms, to 
repairing sidewalks. 
 
Not everything lends itself to consolidation, and in many areas, going it alone will continue to make the 
most sense, but the mere fact that we did something one way up until now is not necessarily a good 
reason to keep doing it the same way going forward. 
 
And preserving fiefdoms is a hell of a lot less important than serving taxpayers. 
 
We owe it to our constituents to leave no stone unturned and no topic off-limits. 
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COMMUNITY & SERVICE 
 
Finally our shared vision celebrates the character and diversity of our people.  It’s by this standard that 
New Rochelle has always shined brightest. 
 
On each of the prior occasions that I have been privileged to address you, I have spoken of my 
gratitude for having grown up in such an inclusive place, and of the enormous pride Catie and I take in 
raising our boys in a city that is home to every circumstance, every history, every faith. 
 
My sons are here tonight for the first time.  And, by the way, if you think you’re bored, I promise 
they’ve got you beat. 
 
For all that Jeremy and Owen have learned from their outstanding teachers in the New Rochelle 
public schools, they’ve learned every bit as much from their classmates, and we wouldn’t have it any 
other way. 
 
Tonight, I want you to know that I feel that same sense of good fortune in civic life, serving alongside a 
Council that is almost as diverse as the City it represents. 
 
Every member of the City Council speaks with authority for a portion of our community, and every 
member of the City Council can point to accomplishments that are making a difference. 
 
Lou Trangucci, who never lets us forget whom we serve, and whose long, determined, once-lonely 
crusade for a salt dome is about to succeed, with a big assist this season from Mother Nature 
 
Al Tarantino, whose experience as a business owner gives him special standing to engage other 
businesses, from auto dealerships to taxis, striking a balance between the needs of homeowners, 
companies and the City’s bottom line. 
 
Jared Rice, who has been a champion of opportunity from day one, spearheading initiatives that give 
the next generation of New Rochelleans a chance to succeed through job training and the green skills 
of the future. 
 
Ivar Hyden, whose passion for the arts has helped infuse our renewal efforts with creativity, evidenced 
by the Grand Market, the library murals and more, and whose distinctive sense of style breaks the 
traditional mold for elected officials. 
 
Barry Fertel, whose life of service encompasses both the City and our Schools, making his perspective 
invaluable as we devise plans that affect all parents and all students, and making his knowledge a 
resource that elevates every Council debate. 
 
Shari Rackman, who’s been as tenacious an advocate for her constituents as she is for her clients, 
affirming that all of New Rochelle’s neighborhoods and business districts deserve attention, so that our 
city as a whole will be united.  
 
We agree on many things and disagree on others, as you’d expect in a community with such 
widespread views. 
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And in this company, I don’t imagine for a second that I’m the only one with good ideas, or that my 
way is the only way.  If sometimes I push a little hard or a little fast, it’s simply because we know our 
New Rochelle can be an even better place, and I don’t want any chance for progress to slip away. 
 
We’ve been given the remarkable privilege of service.  In our care are the lives and livelihoods, the 
concerns and the hopes of 78,000 people.  Those who speak up and those who stay silent.  Those we 
know and those who are strangers.  All equals.  In us, at least for a little while, they have placed their 
trust.   
 
And we must prove worthy of that gift. 
 
We don’t want to let down this special place that celebrates Krystal Dixon and is celebrated by Diane 
Steinfink, this place that inspires confidence in Anthony Russo and inspires artistry in Jesse Sanchez, 
this place that harbors the talents of Deb Archer and Rich Buery, and defiantly withstands the wry 
observations of Howard Rattner. 
 
The state of our city is strong.  It is our duty and our privilege, together, to make it even stronger.   
 
Thank you, and God bless you all. 


