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FINDINGS IN THE COMPLAINTS OF NOAM BRAMSON, CANDIDATE FOR 
WESTCHESTER COUNTY EXECUTIVE, AGAINST FRIENDS OF ROB ASTORINO, 

REPRESENTING ROB ASTORINO, CANDIDATE FOR THE SAME OFFICE 
  

The Westchester County Fair Campaign Practices Committee met on August 28, 2013, 
to hear the complaints of Noam Bramson, candidate for Westchester County Executive, 
against Friends of Rob Astorino, representing Rob Astorino, candidate for the same 
office. Mr. Bramson was represented by Barry Fertel and Barry Caro. Mr. Astorino was 
represented by Phil Oliva and Daniel Carinci. 
  
Mr. Bramson complained that in August of 2013, Rob Astorino’s campaign for County 
Executive began airing a television and a radio ad and sent out a mailer with false, 
misleading and out-of-context statements about Mayor Bramson’s record as a member 
of the New Rochelle City Council and as Mayor of New Rochelle. 
  
COMPLAINT 1: 
Mr. Bramson complained that the Astorino ads asserted that Mr. Bramson gave himself 
a free car. 
  
FINDING: UNFAIR.  The New Rochelle City policy of providing the mayor with a vehicle 
predates Mr. Bramson's service in office, and he has never taken any action or cast any 
vote to obtain or enhance this benefit for himself. 
  
  
COMPLAINT 2: 
Mr. Bramson complained that the Astorino ads asserted that Mr. Bramson gave himself 
healthcare for life. 
  
FINDING: UNFAIR.  The terms of Mr. Bransom's health insurance benefits were set 
prior to his service in office, and Mr. Bramson has never taken any action to secure or 
enhance them. 
  
  
COMPLAINT 3: Mr. Bramson complained that the Astorino ads asserted that Mr. 
Bramson raised the sales tax in New Rochelle.                               More…. 
  
  



FINDING: UNFAIR.  The sales tax rate in New Rochelle is the same today as when Mr. 
Bramson took office, except for a New York State-mandated increase of 1/8 of 1%. 
  
  
COMPLAINT 4: Mr. Bramson complained that the Astorino ads asserted that Mr. 
Bramson raised the sewer tax. 
  
FINDING:  UNFAIR.  The City of New Rochelle has no authority over sewer district 
taxes, and the Astorino representatives agreed. 
  
  
COMPLAINT 5:  Mr. Bramson complained that the Astorino ads asserted that Mr. 
Bramson raised the library tax. 
  
FINDING: UNFAIR. The library tax in New Rochelle is proposed by the Library Board of 
Trustees and confirmed each year by the voters.  
  
The purpose of the Westchester Fair Campaign Committee is to promote a climate in 
which candidates conduct honest and fair campaigns. The Committee encourages 
candidates to conduct campaigns openly and fairly, to discuss issues, to refrain from 
dishonest and defamatory attacks, and not to use campaign materials that distort the 
facts. 
The Committee does not sit as a censor of political discussion nor as a body to enforce 
election law or make legal decisions. Its task is to accept written complaints about 
alleged unfair campaign practices and to determine whether the action complained 
about is indeed unfair. Among other things, the Committee will consider to be unfair any 
campaign practice that is a misstatement of a material fact or that misleads the public. 
  
The Committee has no power to compel anyone to stop doing what it has found to be 
unfair. If the Committee acts on a complaint, it will release its findings to inform the 
public. The Committee may choose not to consider a complaint; in that case, a hearing 
is not held and the parties to the complaint are notified. 
  
Statement of Principles of the Committee, as stated in its Manual, is available 
at www.faircampaignpractices.org. The Westchester County Fair Campaign Practices 
Committee believes that candidates should conduct their campaigns in accordance with 
the following principles: 
  

✓                                The candidate will conduct a campaign for public 
office openly and fairly. The candidate will discuss the issues 
and participate in fair debate with respect to her/his views 
and qualifications. 
✓                                The candidate will neither engage in nor be 
involved with unfair or misleading attacks upon the character 



of an opponent, nor will the candidate engage in invasions of 
personal privacy unrelated to fitness for office. 
✓                                The candidate will not participate in or condone 
an appeal to prejudice. 
✓                                The candidate will neither use nor be involved 
with the use of any campaign material or advertisements that 
misrepresent or distorts the facts. 
✓                                The candidate will clearly identify by name the 
source of all advertisements and campaign literature 
published and distributed. 
✓                                The candidate will not abuse the Westchester 
County Fair Campaign Practices Committee process in order 
to obtain political advantage. 
  

The candidate will publicly repudiate materials or actions from any individual or group 
that would violate the Statement of Principles. 
  
                                                              ### 
 


