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“We continue to make 
progress on several critical priorities and I have 

absolute confidence that New Rochelle will 
emerge from the recession stronger and well 

positioned to move forward.”
—Mayor Noam Bramson
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Prior to this economic downturn, the City of New Rochelle was enjoying unprec-

edented economic growth and new development that bolstered its tax base and redefined 

the limits of its skyline. Residential and mixed-use projects such as The Avalon on the Sound, 

Trump Plaza, and New Roc City developments have reinvigorated the downtown district and 

added many new businesses and thousands of new residents to the city. Indeed there are a 

host of major development projects in the pipeline, including the ambitious redevelopment of 

the Echo Bay section of the city’s waterfront by Forest City Residential and the planned major 

mixed-use development LeCount Square in the downtown district. While recognizing the tough 

economic times, the city is not standing still but instead moving forward with projects that will 

enhance New Rochelle’s quality of life today and into the future and at the same time taking 

the necessary steps to facilitate “smart growth” development in the city once economic con-

ditions improve. 

New Rochelle Mayor Noam Bramson tells Westchester Commerce that while he hopes the 

economists who foresee a recovery taking hold in 2010 are correct, the city has taken steps in 

case those prognostications are off the mark. “Obviously this is a time of significant challenge 
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“We continue to make 
progress on several critical priorities and I have 

absolute confidence that New Rochelle will 
emerge from the recession stronger and well 

positioned to move forward.”
—Mayor Noam Bramson

for New Rochelle and communities throughout the region and the country. The weak economy 

creates obstacles to fiscal health and to economic development,” he said. “Nonetheless, we 

continue to make progress on several critical priorities and I have absolute confidence that New 

Rochelle will emerge from the recession stronger and well positioned to move forward.”

New Rochelle City Manager Charles Strome III added, “While the recession is difficult, the 

city is in a pretty good position to make our way through it with the hope that the worst is over. 

We should be ready to move forward both financially and developmentally as the economy 

improves.” 

Mayor Bramson said that during this time of economic hardship, the City has engaged in 

fruitful partnerships with public and private agencies inside and outside of the community. “We 

have been working in close partnership with the (New Rochelle) Business Improvement District, 

the New Rochelle Council of the Arts, New Rochelle Chamber of Commerce and other commu-
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nity leaders in order to promote business, cul-

ture and otherwise assure that New Rochelle 

remains vital.”

Some examples of these partnerships 

include concerts and performances, restau-

rant promotion activities, rehabilitation of 

historic building and facades, the marketing 

of upper floor space for artist’ live and work 

needs and most recently a Downtown Show-

case that highlighted the range of goods and 

services available to support the urban living 

lifestyle that is now becoming part of the fab-

ric of the city. 

City Manager Charles Strome III said 

that in addition to seeking joint ventures with 

local community groups, the city is seeking to 

in continuation of a multi-year plan for the upgrading of its parking facilities, the city  
of new rochelle has completed the renovation of the Library south Parking Lot. The  
upgrades to the lot included resurfacing and installation of new sidewalks, landscaping 
and signage. Additionally, the lot was outfitted with new energy-saving Led lights and 
new multi-space revenue collection system which will provide additional payment options 
to parkers including paying with debit or credit cards.

engage in partnerships with the New Rochelle 

School District as well as other municipalities 

when feasible.

On a larger scale, the City continues to 

advance efforts to revitalize the New Rochelle 

waterfront, specifically at Echo Bay where For-

est City has reaffirmed its commitment to a 

dramatic mixed-use community with exten-

sive public benefits and also in the down-

town where Cappelli Enterprises still intends 

to attract additional retail (to its properties 

there) and to undertake the LeCount Square 

downtown revitalization initiative.

While he believes the Echo Bay and 

LeCount Square developments, when com-

plete, will reap tremendous benefits for the 

city, Mayor Bramson understands that current 

economic conditions make private investment 

in such endeavors impossible to finance. “We 

understand the nature of the times we are liv-

ing and we recognize that large scale devel-

opment cannot proceed in the short term and 

therefore it should be the city’s responsibility 

to demonstrate patience, persistence and 

flexibility so that we are best positioned to 

realize these development ambitions when 

the larger economic climate is sufficiently 

hospitable,” he noted. NR

City Manager Strome added that the 

City of New Rochelle also intends to issue 

Requests for Proposals in the near future for 

interested developers for the Garden Street 

Corridor, which he said is ideally suited 

for transit-oriented development and the 

Church/Division/Prospect lots that are locat-

ed just one block away from Main Street in 

the downtown district that should attract sig-

nificant investor interest. Request for Propos-

als are expected to be sent out by the city in 

early 2010.

In terms of general public policy, the city 

is focused intently on sustainability questions 

and is in the midst of creating a long-term 

Sustainability Plan that will address issues of 

energy conservation, climate change, waste 

reduction, ecology, land use, transportation, 

public health and education.

 “This too is an effort that links leaders 

in institutions throughout our community, 

including many with a high level of expertise in 

these areas, and we expect to produce a draft 

plan by Earth Day (April 22) 2010,” said Mayor 

Bramson. The mayor stressed that the purpose 

of the plan is not to serve as an abstract, philo-

sophical document, but rather to be a practi-

cal and specific guide to municipal and com-

munity actions that can make New Rochelle a 

more livable place. “If it is crafted properly it 

will serve as a framework for municipal action 

for the next 20 years and establish standards 

by which we can measure success.”

The mayor said that the various partner-

ships it has formed on a number of civic fronts 

have allowed the city during a time of fiscal 

austerity to move forward on a host of key ini-

tiatives. As the city looks to reign in expenses, 

it is utilizing to the maximum degree possible 

the assistance of volunteers and private part-

ners. He added, “To the extent that we do 

utilize limited public funds, we will leverage 

them in a fashion that gives us the best bang 

for the buck,” he concluded. nr
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City Presses Ahead 
with Sustainability Plan

City Launches 
Cell Phone 
Recycling Program
As part of its ongoing sustainability efforts, 

the City of New Rochelle launched a new cell 

phone recycling program. Beginning in late 

October, cell phones, PDAs and related acces-

sories (chargers, earphones, Bluetooths, etc.) 

can now be dropped in collection bins conve-

niently located at four sites throughout the city.

“Reduce, reuse, and recycle are the fun-

damentals of environmental conservation. Our 

new cell phone recycling program accomplishes 

all three,” said Deborah Newborn, Sustainability 

Coordinator for the City of New Rochelle. “This 

program will conserve natural resources, as all 

the parts of the cell phones and accessories will 

be reused or recycled in an environmentally-re-

sponsible manner. And, the elimination of these 

items from the waste stream will also reduce the 

volume of trash collected by the city, saving our 

taxpayers money.” 

Since the program began, the city has 

already shipped off two heavy cartons of cell 

phones to a recycling firm.

Gray collection bins have been installed at 

the entrances of the following locations: New 

Rochelle City Hall, 515 North Avenue; the New 

Rochelle Public Library, 1 Library Plaza; Super 

Stop & Shop, 2425 Palmer Avenue; and The A & 

P in the Quaker Ridge Shopping Center and will 

be available during business hours. 

For more information on this or other sus-

tainability efforts contact Deborah Newborn at 

(914) 654-2003 or e-mail dnewborn@newrochel-

leny.com nr

his past summer the City of New Rochelle was selected as one of three 

local governments to work in collaboration with ICLEI-Local Govern-

ments for Sustainability and the City of New York’s Mayor’s Office of 

Long-Term Planning and Sustainability to help develop and pilot a Sus-

tainability Planning Toolkit. The toolkit will be modeled after New York 

City’s groundbreaking PlaNYC, widely regarded as the premier municipal planning docu-

ment in America. New Rochelle along with Miami-Dade County, FL and Newark, NJ were 

chosen out of more than 20 entries through a competitive application process. 

 “The City of New Rochelle has made great strides in fostering sustainability in 

land use and resource conservation, and we are eager to accelerate these efforts to 

include energy efficiency, waste reduction, recycling and other sustainable initiatives,” 

said Mayor Bramson. “It is an honor to be recognized as a leader in the field, and wel-

come the opportunity to share lessons with communities around the country. Just as 

New York City has a comprehensive sustainability plan from which we can learn, New 

Rochelle will impart knowledge and guidance for other local governments as we work 

together to improve our communities.”

To assist with New Rochelle’s Sustainability Plan’s creation, New Rochelle City 

Manager Strome assembled a team of key city staff who are now being assisted by an 

T

The City of New Rochelle aims to release 
a draft sustainability plan by Earth Day in 
April 2010. It will address opportunities 
related to energy use, climate change, 
public health, water management, 
ecology, and a variety of other economic, 
environmental, and social challenges.

18-member Sustainability Advisory Board comprised of talented individuals with exper-18-member Sustainability Advisory Board comprised of talented individuals with exper-18-member Sustainability Advisory Board comprised of talented individuals with exper

tise in multiple areas and disciplines. The development of New Rochelle’s Sustainabili-

ty Plan effort is being coordinated by Deborah Newborn, Sustainability Coordinator for 

the City of New Rochelle.

City Manager Strome said, “New Rochelle is fortunate to benefit from the support 

of such an accomplished group, and I am grateful for their guidance in this challenging, 

but significantly important, process.”

New Rochelle was selected based on number of criteria including elected official 

buy-in, readiness to begin planning, ability to act as leaders, commitment to the ICLEI 

network, size, and geography.  The City will have the opportunity to receive training and 

strategic planning advice on developing a sustainability plan and will provide detailed 

input and feedback on the content of the toolkit.

“Local governments across the United States are incorporating sus-

tainability as a core concept into their policies and operations, frequent-

ly on a piecemeal basis. Now they are recognizing the need to tie all of their 

environmental, social, and economic initiatives together under a single umbrella – 
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a sustainability plan,” said Jennifer Ewing, 

Project Manager at ICLEI  New Rochelle Sus-

tainability Coordinator Newborn said the 

ongoing effort to draft a Sustainability Plan 

for the city as well as the development of the 

toolkit for ICLEI allows the city to be a leader 

in the sustainability field. “The experience of 

New Rochelle will be presented to the entire 

ICLEI community members so they can fol-

low our lead. So really we are a leader in the 

development of a municipal sustainability 

plan because our experience will be translat-

ed for every community to follow. So it was 

really a feather in our cap to be chosen.”

The City of New Rochelle aims to release 

and a draft sustainability plan by Earth Day 

in April 2010. It will address opportunities 

related to energy use, climate change, pub-

lic health, water management, ecology, and 

a variety of other economic, environmental, 

and social challenges.

ICLEI intends to share the lessons learned 

from the pilot process with its more than 550 

members in the United States.

Newborn, an environmental attorney 

and a resident of New Rochelle, has been a 

consultant with the city for about a year. Since 

taking her post, she has spearheaded a num-

ber of environmental initiatives for the city 

including increasing recycling at City Hall and 

the New Rochelle police department.

The increased city recycling effort was 

undertaken by simply putting a recycling bin 

“within arm’s reach of every employee. By 

doing that, “your recycling rates will skyrock-

et. Make it simple for them to do and they will 

do it,” she noted.

Other initiatives included: the purchase 

of 100 percent post consumer recycling copy 

paper and the formation of a City-Wide Recy-

cling Committee with representatives of the 

city, the schooldistrict, the three colleges in 

the city and the Chamber of Commerce to 

increase recycling Rates. In the works is the 

creation of a green building program for New 

Rochelle to make sure that energy efficient 

construction practices are adhered to. New-

born added that in addition to her work in 

helping craft the city’s Sustainability Plan, she 

is also developing a greenhouse gas inventory 

for the entire city of New Rochelle. These initia-

tives are complemented by a series of ecolog-

ically-friendly practices at the City’s Municipal 

Marina by Harbormaster Salvatore Gugliara to 

prevent pollution of the Sound.  nr

Anu Nagpal
Vice President
Business Relationship Manager
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BUSINESS 
IMPROVEMENT 
DISTRICT WORKS 
WITH CITY ON 
INITIATIVES

ew rochelle Business improvement district Executive Director Ralph DiBart 

said that as the recession took hold it realized that development activity would 

decline and that it needed to undertake programs to support the existing 

businesses in the downtown.

The BID undertook a study that was funded by a grant from the New York 

State Main Street program and came up with a number of initiatives geared to certain sec-

tors of businesses in the district. The City of New Rochelle’s Business Retention Fund pro-

vided matching funds for these ventures.

One such effort was a year-long effort called the “BID Dine Downtown Campaign” that 

began with 10 restaurants and later evolved into a “BID Stimulus Program” or “BID Saw-

bucks Program” where the BID printed promotional $10 bills. 

“We learned from the federal government that when there is an economic crisis, what 

do you do, you print money,” DiBart joked. “We literally sent out $100 (sawbucks) to 15,000 

N

“The restaurants reported they were 
seeing a lot of new diners and in addition they 

were seeing loyal patrons who were dining 
out more often.”

— Ralph DiBart
Executive Director, New Rochelle Business Improvement District

Major Retailers Open 
New Stores in City
The City of New Rochelle recently received 

some welcome news that a number of major 

retailers are investing in the Queen City. 

In what is a remarkable turnaround for 

a prominent retail property, New Rochelle-

based Simone Development Companies 

announced that 80 Nardozzi Place, a 44,000-

square-foot retail building in New Rochelle, 

is now fully leased just nine months after 

being vacated by its sole tenant.

80 Nardozzi Place, which is located 

directly off I-95, was vacated earlier this year 

when its only tenant – Linens ‘N Things – 

closed operations. This summer Simone 

announced that Ashley Furniture signed a 

lease for approximately 30,000 square feet 

for a new Ashley Furniture Homestore. 

Two months later Simone Develop-

ment reported that Party City is leasing the 

remaining 14,000 square feet in the build-

ing for a new retail store. 

“We are delighted to announce yet 

another significant retail lease for our New 

Rochelle property. The addition of Party City, 

a leader in the party goods industry, to our ros-

ter of retail tenants at 80 Nardozzi Place is great 

news for our company as well as the area’s retail 

economy,” said Joseph Simone, president of 

Simone Development Companies.

In addition, ShopRite Supermar-

kets is poised to open a new store in 2010 

in approximately 70,000 square feet of the 

104,000-square-foot 8 Joyce Road build-

ing that previously was home to Home 

Depot’s Expo Design Center. Walgreen’s has 

opened a 9,500-square-foot store on Route 

1 and Weyman Avenue, and the owner of 

the Wykagl Shopping Center on North Ave-

nue is seeking to remodel the existing build-

ing and build two additions to the existing 

shopping center: a two-story 

addition with a total of 8,960 

square feet  (4,480 SF on 

each floor); and a 4,250-

square-foot second 

floor addition.  nr

homes in a targeted market area that was accessible to downtown and they were able to 

redeem those on Monday through Thursday nights which are usually the slower nights at 

restaurants towards a $25 or more food purchase. It received a wonderful reception. The 

restaurants reported they were seeing a lot of new diners and in addition they were seeing 

loyal patrons who were dining out more often.”

DiBart said that the program was expanded to a subsequently successful Google Ad 

Work campaign. A program was also launched by the BID that expanded the core 10 res-

taurants’ presence on the Internet to include 14 different search engines that are frequent-

ly used in the Westchester area.

“All their profiles, factual information and photographs were updated, so that they 

have a more competitive position on the Internet,” he noted.

In the spring the number of restaurants participating in the City/BID promotional effort 

had expanded to 14. BID organized and applied for 14 sidewalk café permits in order to 

launch a highly popular “Dine Downtown Goes Al Fresco.” The BID also has a continu-

ing “Secret Diner” program where someone eats at various restaurants and then the BID 
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and the “Secret Diner” meet with the restau-

rant owners and staff to go over findings from 

the clandestine visit. The BID has also held 

“Taste of New Rochelle” events that have 

participating restaurants offer free samples 

to showcase the variety of fare offered in the 

downtown district.

Another major initiative undertak-

en by the BID and the city was a series of 

“BID Downtown Showcase” programs that 

ran for six weeks which featured two apart-

ments in the Avalon East development that 

were donated for use as part of the event. 

The BID recruited six interior decorators who 

designed rooms in the rental apartments on 

the 23rd and 24th floors of the building for two 

fictitious families using products exclusively 

made or sold by downtown businesses.

The event was geared to showcase the 

urban living option to visitors of New Rochelle 

as well as the diversity of downtown busi-

nesses and was very successful, DiBart said. 

A number of fundraisers associated with the 

event helped raise $50,000 for local not-for-

profits, he added.

The organization also has launched 

the “BID Artist Spaces Program.” The BID 

worked with commercial property owners 

that had long-term vacant upper floor space 

to renovate the space and lease it to artists 

as work studios or for artists businesses. The 

BID has reached its goal of renovating 10,000 

square feet of space that was vacant for 20 

years, which is now fully leased to 13 artists, 

a ballet school and a yoga studio. The BID 

has also staged “Open Studio Days” and put 

up a BID Gallery for five months in donated 

retail space until the end of the year. At that 

space there have been monthly events and 

openings including one “Art Show” program 

held in conjunction with the Westchester 

Philharmonic that attracted more than 300 

people for the fundraising event for the Phil-

harmonic.  nr



18 NR ( n e w  r o c h e l l e  2 0 0 9 —  2 0 1 0 )   

NR,NY
09–10

City, School 
District Explore 
Shared Services, 
Efficiencies
An initiative was launched about a year ago 

between the City of New Rochelle and the New 

Rochelle School District to explore possible shared 

services and other efficiencies that could be imple-

mented between the city and school district.

At the initial meeting Richard Organisciak 

Superintendent of the City School District of 

New Rochelle, City Manager Strome and Omar 

Small, Assistant to the City Manager were among 

a host of officials who participated in getting the 

concepts down in paper and the initiative under-

way. At that session an Efficiency Committee was 

formed to explore garbage collection, procure-

ment and technology services.

Some of the other areas of interest being 

explored by the committee include:  consolida-

tion of facilities/possibility of the Board of Edu-

cation garage being integrated into the design 

of DPW Maintenance and Facilities Center; ener-

gy audit of city facilities and city Schools; joint 

community education efforts in Spanish/English, 

including the importance of recycling; “Green” 

purchasing; Parks/Field maintenance; person-

nel services; General Services (food service); and 

sharing facilities for community programs  

City and school district officials agreed that 

the formation of the Efficiency Committee is a 

proactive approach toward sustaining effective 

public services through evaluating opportunities 

for collaboration/consolidation, cost-savings, 

and information sharing. “These activities pro-

vide a golden opportunity for both the city and 

the School District to build upon collaborative 

efforts forged in the past, including but not limit-

ed to Civil Service, the Tax Office, City Hall Secu-

rity Personnel, and the use of school facilities and 

fields. In closing, our efforts to maximize efficien-

cy will support optimal public services, while 

reducing the burden on local taxpayers,”the 

committee stated. 

City Manager Assistant Small said that the 

city and school district has applied for a technol-

ogy grant from the Department of State to study 

capital improvements made by the city and the 

School District in terms of technology that could 

help to discover possible efficiencies and shared 

services.  nr

Farmers Market 
Celebrates 
30-Year Anniversary
2009 marked the 30th anniversary of the 
New Rochelle Farmers Market. 

ommunity Markets based in Katonah, which operates a number of Farmers 

Markets in the region, took over the New Rochelle Farmers Market in 2009. 

The market, which opened on Friday, June 19th on South Division Street near 

the corner of Leroy Place, is the oldest continually running farmer’s market 

in Westchester. A ribbon cutting ceremony was held to celebrate its three 

decades of operation.

Along with last year’s vendors, Community Markets introduced new local growers, 

bakers and food processors this year to the market that closed for the year in November.

As a former resident of New Rochelle, Miriam Haas, director of Community Mar-

kets remembers the farmers market from when she used to be a regular shopper. “I am 

really excited to be working with the City of New Rochelle to revitalize the market,” said 

Haas, who runs farmers markets in 20 diverse communities throughout New York City, 

Westchester and Rockland counties. “I think it will be a big success and help to rejuvenate 

the downtown,” she says.

Haas said she hopes to grow the New Rochelle Farmers Market in the years to 

come.

New Rochelle Mayor Noam Bramson said the city was pleased to have partnered 

with Community Markets in 2009. 

“Their vast experience running markets throughout the New York metropolitan 

region and the knowledge and resources they bring, will help shape the market space 

into an even more valuable community asset and gathering place,” he said. 

Additional shopper-friendly new features introduced this year included a manager’s 

tent which housed a community bulletin board; and an on-site market manager available 

to answer questions, monitor issues, solicit suggestions and gauge market trends. nr

C
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City Offering 
Residential Rehab 
Program
one of the more popular initiatives launched 

in 2009 has been a new Residential Rehabilita-

tion Program, designed to aid qualifying low-in-

come New Rochelle homeowners by providing 

funds for certain repairs to their single-family 

homes. 

The Residential Rehabilitation Program is 

open to all income-eligible city residents who 

live in and own their homes. The program is 

funded through a grant of HOME Investment 

Partnerships Program funds from the federal 

Department of Housing and Urban Develop-

ment (HUD).  

“This worthwhile 
initiative will help stabilize 
property values and 
preserve homeownership 
in our community.”

The program focuses on addressing criti-

cal home repair needs in order to preserve and 

extend the livability of homes within the city 

owned by low and moderate income families, 

city officials said.

“Especially during this time of serious 

economic challenge, many residents are hav-

ing difficulty undertaking necessary repairs in 

their homes,” said Mayor Noam Bramson. “This 

worthwhile initiative will help stabilize proper-

ty values and preserve homeownership in our 

community.”

The Residential Rehabilitation Program will 

focus only on the repair of major systems in the 

home that are beyond their useful life or have 

significant repair needs. Eligible repairs are lim-

ited to heating, plumbing, windows and exte-

rior doors, roofing and electrical.The city has 

received about 28 applications to date and the 

city expects to launch projects in early 2010.

A brochure containing the initial applica-

tion is available on line at www.newrochelleny.

com and at the Department of Development, 

City Hall, 515 North Avenue, New Rochelle, NY 

10801. For more information contact: Suzanne 

D’Amato at (914) 654-2023.    nr

Historic Monuments Restored
The World War I Memorial in Faneuil Park was 
one of three significant monuments located at the 
City’s entranceways that were restored in 2009 
thanks to funding approved by the City Council. 
The World War I Memorial at the eastern gateway 
was originally dedicated in December, 1921, in 
memoriam “To the men of New Rochelle who 
served in the Great War for the rights of human-
ity.” The monument was designed and erected 
by the New Rochelle Art Association. The other 
monuments restored by the city under the direc-
tion of the Department of Public Works were The 
Soldier’s Monument (1895) and the Eliza and Dr. 
Peter Moulton Memorial (1914), located at the 
western junction of Main and Huguenot Streets.
 

New Community 
Garden Opens

his past spring, a grassy meadow at Ward Acres was transformed into a 

field of greens through a new Community Garden pilot program launched 

in May 2009. 

With the theme “Building the Community from the Ground Up,” the 

Community Garden was designed to strengthen community ties and cre-

ate environmental awareness. It comprises approximately one acre of land subdivided 

into 36 individual plots measuring 10 ft. x 10 ft., surrounded by a deer fence. The costs of 

the equipment, fencing and storage were shared by participating gardeners and offset 

by private monetary, physical or “in-kind” donations from residents and local businesses, 

city officials said. The Community Garden followed organic and sustainable principles. 

Additionally, 1/10 (a “tithe”) of the crop was donated to a local charity. 

New Rochelle Parks and Recreation Commissioner Bill Zimmermann said the Com-

munity Garden at Ward Acres has been a true grass roots community effort run in coop-

eration with the city. “A year or so ago we opened up an enclosed dog run called --’Paws 

Place’-- for licensed off-leashed animals and that has worked out well, and now across 

the work road we have created this community garden, which as a pilot program was 

extremely successful.” He added that he expects the Community Garden to get much 

larger in 2010. 

Community Garden plots were made available to New Rochelle residents at $50 

each; however, applicants participated regardless of income level by substituting labor 

for capital. The Ward Acres Community Garden is coordinated through the New Rochelle 

Department of Parks and Recreation and organized by a volunteer committee spearhead-

ed by residents Joe Rogot and Stephanie Tomei.   nr

T
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North Avenue 
Streetscape 
Improvement 
Project Enlivens 
Central Corridor
 
 

orth  Avenue, the City’s major north/south 

thoroughfare, is  halfway through a major 

three-phase upgrade. The North Avenue 

Streetscape  Improvement Project, begun 

in 1999, divided the corridor into three 

distinct  districts for the purpose of strengthening their 

unique identities as commerce  and dining centers; and 

improving  the overall safety and efficiency  of the road-

way for both motorists and pedestrians  alike.

Through design elements and traffic-oriented im-

provements, the plan visually links the “College” “Gov-

ernment” and “Transportation” districts, reinvigorating 

the two mile stretch between Eastchester Road to Burling 

Lane. This connection links the  north and central parts of 

the city to the downtown, so as to benefit and build upon 

current private and public sector investments, and fur-

ther the revitalization of North Avenue by supporting its 

commercial districts.

With the completion of the College and Govern-

ment  districts, the “Transportation District” is being  

designed by IQ Landscape Architects and is in the final 

design phase. The consultants will recommend enhanc-

Photo rendering of The Boulevard at north Avenue

The Boulevard and 
north Avenue Plan view
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ing the connections between North Avenue and the pub-

lic and private parking lots along this stretch via design 

and  wayfinding elements that address safety and esthet-

ic concerns. They will also look for parking solutions and 

opportunities to create gateway spaces.  

 In addition, the city received a $448,971 HUD  Com-

munity Development Block Grant Recovery Fund grant 

for the redesign and  reconstruction of The Boulevard 

plaza intersection at North Avenue,  which serves as a 

gateway to the  registered, historic, residential neighbor-

hoods of Rochelle Park and  Rochelle  Heights. 

Proposed improvements include new  sidewalks 

and granite curbing, landscaping, ADA-compliant ramp 

aprons, energy-efficient and pedestrian-scaled street-

lights, trash receptacles and hi-visibility crosswalks.  

Additionally,  the unattractive and unsafe pedestrian 

“hardscape” will be replaced with a  community green- 

the only plaza on this area of North  Avenue. Finally, a 

public bus stop will be  moved to a safer and more pro-

tected location for users, and sidewalk mounts  for emer-

gency service vehicle access will be added. Construction 

is expected to  commence in the spring of 2010. 

The North Avenue improvements were complement-

ed by the Lincoln Avenue Reconstruction project. New York 

State funded at 95%, the project upgraded the one-mile 

stretch from north Avenue to the Pelham line with new 

pavement, curbing, sidewalks, traffic signals, pavement 

marking, drainage and landscaping.  nr

Proposed improvements include new sidewalks and granite curbing, 
landscaping, ADA-compliant ramp aprons, energy-efficient and

pedestrian-scaled streetlights, trash receptacles and hi-visibility crosswalks.
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Demonstration Rain Garden 
Opens At Ward Elementary 

ast spring, the City of New Rochelle and William B. Ward Elementary School 

opened a Demonstration Rain Garden.  Situated at the back of the Ward 

School, the creation of the Demonstration Rain Garden was organized by Deb-

orah Newborn, Sustainability Coordinator for the City of New Rochelle, in con-

junction with the Ward School PTA.

A rain garden is a specially designed plot of land that captures storm water runoff and fil-

ters rain water through the ground, diverting it from storm drain systems and reducing down-

stream flooding. Rain gardens are planted with flood and drought resistant native plants 

which require little maintenance. 

“Rain gardens can play an important role in reducing home flooding during rain storms. They 

also filter out pollutants from storm water thereby improving the quality of water flowing into Long 

Island Sound,” said Ms. Newborn. “We encourage all our residents to visit the rain garden at the 

Ward School and learn how to build one in their own yards.” For more information on the specif-

ics of how to build or plant a rain garden visit our website at www.newrochelleny.com.

The garden was designed and directed pro bono by Jay Archer, President of John Jay 

Landscape Development. Labor, materials and/or plants were donated thanks to the gener-

osity of the City of New Rochelle, Domenick Bulfamante Nursery, Inc., Bartlett Tree Experts, R 

M Neilson Service, Saw Mill River Nursery, Almstead Tree and Shrub Care Company, Moriarty 

Tree Service, Coopers Corner Nursery, Larchmont Nurseries and Greenhouses, Lieb’s Green-

houses, Inc, Simply the Best, Home Depot and Tony’s Nursery.

The Demonstration Rain Garden is one of a number of sustainable initiatives undertak-

en by the City of New Rochelle.  nr

$1 MIllIoN IN FEDERAl FuNDS 
SECuRED FoR CITy HAll 
ENERGy-EFFICIENT uPGRADES 

u.s. congresswoman nita Lowey recently announced she had secured $1 million in feder-

al funding for the City of New Rochelle to make energy-efficient upgrades to New Rochelle 

City Hall, which will reduce costs to taxpayers of operating the city government and school 

district.

“Using energy more efficiently is one of the most effective ways we can reduce costs 

to local taxpayers and boost the local economy,” said Rep. Lowey. “Federal assistance, 

TechnoLogy 
uPgrAde
In an effort to deliver information 

more consistently to residents and 

stakeholders alike in times of changing 

media and technology, the City of New 

Rochelle has focused on the web. In 

March of 2009, the city began stream-

ing the City Council meetings over the 

Internet. The meetings are webcast 

live and are then are available the next 

day with a clickable agenda, allowing 

viewers to select particular segments of 

the meeting. Viewership over the past 

nine months has steadily increased, 

with November statistics showing 242 

unique visitors and a record 430 visits. 

“This new technology provides yet 

another avenue for our residents to 

be engaged and informed,” said City 

Manager Charles Strome. “And, the 

clickable feature is a great tool for our 

staff as well.”

In January 2010, the city will roll 

out a new website. Created by Civic-

Plus, a nationally-recognized firm spe-

cializing in municipal and educational 

websites, the new www.newrochelleny.

com will feature a content-managed 

system which enables city depart-

ments to update and amend their 

information directly through user-

friendly templates. The new website 

is extremely user-friendly and boasts 

other e-government elements includ-

ing a detailed events calendar, FAQ’s 

and a News Flash. Even more impres-

sive was the price tag: free. The city was 

chosen by CivicPlus among hundreds 

of entries to be the recipient of a “Total 

Web Makeover.” Both of these ser-

vices were secured through the City’s 

Public Information Office. “In these 

challenging times, our focus on com-

munications is not a 

luxury: it’s essen-

tial,” Strome con-

cluded.  nr
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NYC FIRM 
RELOCATING TO 
QUEEN CITY
The Pearlgreen corporation, an industrial supply company that sells supplies to high-rise 

construction contractors in the New York metropolitan area, is relocating its operations from 

131st St. in Manhattan to 30 Pine St. in New Rochelle. Pearlgreen purchased the single story 

111,563-square-foot industrial building, located on 3.75 acres for $5.6 million.  The deal was 

the largest industrial sale this year in Westchester County. 

Larry Greenberg, president of Pearlgreen, said the company expects to take occupan-

cy at its New Rochelle headquarters by the late spring or early summer of 2010. The compa-

ny currently employs more than 50 workers and is anticipating growth in the coming years at 

its New Rochelle property.

Greenberg said that the firm was attracted to the City of New Rochelle because it was 

in close proximity to its customer base.

William V. Cuddy, executive vice president, Budd Wiesenberg, vice president, and Kevin 

Langtry, senior associate of CB Richard Ellis’ Stamford office, handled negotiations on behalf 

of the seller, Bakers Pride Oven Company, a pizza oven and cooking appliances manufactur-

er. A fully owned subsidiary of Standex International Corporation, Bakers Pride has moved 

its assembly and distribution to a company owned facility in New Jersey. The firm’s Custom-

er Service Department has remained in New Rochelle at 145 Huguenot Street. 

“This is a great sign that even in a down economy New 
Rochelle is a place that companies want to relocate to. 
Pearlgreen Corporation is a welcome addition to New 
Rochelle and I am happy that the IDA was able to assist in 
making it happen.” 

—Lloyd Robinson, Vice Chair New Rochelle Industrial Development Agency 

The company received assistance from the New Rochelle Industrial Development 

Agency in connection with the move to New Rochelle.

“This is a great sign that even in a down economy New Rochelle is a place that companies 

want to relocate to.  Pearlgreen Corporation is a welcome addition to New Rochelle and I am 

happy that the IDA was able to assist in making it happen,” said Lloyd Robinson, Vice Chair New 

Rochelle Industrial Development Agency.  nr
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along with local communities’ investments, is helping our region to take the lead in build-

ing a green economy. I am thrilled New Rochelle will benefit from this federal funding 

to make upgrades to City Hall.” 

New Rochelle Mayor Noam Bramson said of the funding, “Congresswoman Lowey’s 

invaluable support will make a critical positive difference as New Rochelle continues its 

efforts to promote energy efficiency, sustainability, and cost-savings.”

The City of New Rochelle will use the federal funding to make several upgrades 

to City Hall and also to the headquarters of the City School District of New Rochelle. 

These upgrades, which may include installation of high-efficiency insulated windows and 

improvements to the boiler and HVAC systems, will reduce the cost to city taxpayers of 

heating and cooling the facility.  nr  
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