
The Big Read in New Rochelle
One City, One Book 2009

The Shawl, by Cynthia Ozick

Programs and Exhibition 

Opening Event: The Big Read Launch with Author Cynthia Ozick
Sunday, October 18, 2009 2:00 – 4:00 pm
Acclaimed author Cynthia Ozick discusses her book, The Shawl, the powerful novella 
that has been selected for New Rochelle’s 2009 One City-One Book project, sponsored 
by the NEA’s “Big Read”. The event will feature remarks and a book-signing by Ms. 
Ozick, the premier of a documentary about Ms. Ozick, a sampling of upcoming 
programs, live music, and refreshments. Ossie Davis Theater. Free.

Iona College presents the documentary film "As Seen Through These Eyes."
Wednesday, October 21, 2009  7:30 pm 
As Maya Angelou narrates this powerful documentary, she reveals the story of a brave 
group of people who fought Hitler with the only weapons they had: charcoal, pencil 
stubs, shreds of paper and memories etched in their minds. These artists took their fate 
into their own hands to make a compelling statement about the human spirit, enduring 
against unimaginable odds. The 2008 documentary was written and directed by Hilary 
Helstein, who will participate in a discussion with New Rochelle resident Judith 
Goldstein following the film. Free and open to the public. Murphy Auditorium in the 
Murphy Center. Iona College. Free,

International Film The Quarrel
Thursday October 29, 2009 7:00 – 9:00 pm
The film takes place on Rosh Hashanah in Montreal, 1948, when the chance reunion of 
two Holocaust survivors - one a Hasidic Jew, the other a skeptical journalist who has 
turned his back on religion - leads to a searing probe of good and evil and an ultimate test 
of faith and redemption. "... bursting with provocative ideas and complex emotions... The 
Quarrel is very likely the best fiction film on a Jewish theme in the postwar era." - 
Stanley Feingold, Congress Monthly. The Canadian film was directed by Eli Cohen. 
Discussion led by professor Les Shrager follows the 85 minute film. 

Film: The Pawnbroker
Thursday November 5, 2009 7:00 pm
Released in 1964, The Pawnbroker was one of the first films to deal with the effects of 
Nazi Germany's concentration camps on their survivors. The story, based on a novel by 
Edward Lewis Wallant , centers on Sol Nazerman, (Rod Streiger), a lonely camp 
survivor. As the operator of a pawn shop in a New York ghetto, he faces wrenching 
internal conflicts. As the 25th anniversary of his wife's murder approaches, he starts to 
fall apart. The film is considered to be a high point of Sidney Lumet's directing career. 
Discussion led by professor Les Shrager follows. Ossie Davis Theater. Free.

Illustrated Presentation: “Hungry Hearts: 350 years of American Jewish History in 



Fiction and Biography”
Sunday November 8, 2009 2:00 pm
From the arrival of the first Jewish immigrants in New Amsterdam in 1654 through the 
ensuing 350 years, millions of Jewish immigrants have found safe harbor here and left 
their mark on American history and culture. Their stories, recorded in fiction and 
biography, tell a remarkable tale, as Rosalind Reisner relates in this extraordinary 
presentation. Ms. Reisner is the author of Jewish American Literature: A Guide to  
Reading Interests, and has worked in public, academic, special, and synagogue libraries 
for over twenty-five years. Ossie Davis Theater. Free.

Big Read Finale
Concert: “Joys and Sorrows”, Music Composed by Judith Goldstein, Performed  by 
the Westchester Chamber Orchestra 
Sunday November 22, 2009 2:00 pm
Judith Goldstein, whose exhibition of art so beautifully relates her story as a Holocaust 
survivor in America, has also composed music based on her experiences in Nazi Poland 
and her post War life in New Rochelle. Several of her pieces will be performed by 
members of the acclaimed Westchester Chamber Orchestra, under the direction of Barry 
Hoffman. Following the concert, author Cynthia Ozick will address the audience to bring 
the Big Read project to its culmination. Ossie Davis Theater. Free.

Bus Trip to the Museum of Jewish Heritage
Date to be determined
A coach bus will take participants to the Museum of Jewish Heritage in lower Manhattan, 
which features various exhibits on topics such as the Holocaust, immigration and Jewish 
culture.  

Book Discussions
Librarian-led discussions of The Shawl will take place at the New Rochelle Public 
Library and various locations around New Rochelle, including:

Wednesday, September 16 at 12:00 noon, at the New Rochelle Public Library
Tuesday, November 17 at 7:30 pm, at Beth El Synagogue Center

Exhibition: “Joys and Sorrows” 
November 6 – November 30, 2009, during library hours
Judith Goldstein, a New Rochelle resident and a Holocaust survivor, will present an 
exhibit of works based on her memories of both the Holocaust (when she worked with 
her mother and other female relatives in slave labor camps) and happier times drawn 
from her life and imagination. Lumen Winter Gallery. Free.

About the featured artist and composer, Judith Goldstein
Judith Goldstein was originally from Vilna and came to this country in 1949. While 
awaiting a visa to come to the United States, she spent three years at a music 
conservatory in Frankfurt. After arriving here, she studied music and art at 
Manhattanville College, and then composition, orchestration, music theory, and 
conducting at Columbia University, where she earned a masters degree. Judith taught 



music in Larchmont and at the College of New Rochelle. She focused on the arts as a tool 
that teachers could use in educating the learning disabled, and was the director of the 
Program for Learning and Disabled People at the JCC for fifteen years. She has written 
music for the piano and orchestra, songs and words for ballads (in English, Yiddish, and 
Hebrew), as well as vocalizes. She has also done some choreography.  Ms. Goldstein has 
said, "What I hear, I can paint. What I see, I can compose." A book has been published of 
her artwork, with poetry that she wrote in English. She has exhibited her art in both New 
York and Florida, and her paintings are in collections in Yad Vashem as well as in 
museums in St. Petersburg and Boca Raton, Florida. 



About The Shawl and The Big Read

No event in modern history has inspired so many books as the Holocaust. This 
monumental atrocity has compelled thousands of writers to reexamine their notions of 
history, humanity, morality, and even theology. None of these books, however, is quite 
like Cynthia Ozick's The Shawl—a remarkable feat of fiction which starts in darkest 
despair and brings us, without simplification or condescension, to a glimmer of 
redemption. 

The Big Read is an initiative of the National Endowment for the Arts designed to 
revitalize the role of literary reading in American popular culture. Reading at Risk: A 
Survey of Literary Reading in America, a 2004 NEA report, identified a critical decline in 
reading for pleasure among American adults. The Big Read addresses this issue by 
bringing communities together to read, discuss, and celebrate books and writers from 
American and world literature.

A great book combines enlightenment with enchantment. It awakens our imagination and 
enlarges our humanity. It can even offer harrowing insights that somehow console and 
comfort us. Whether you’re a regular reader already or making up for lost time, thank 
you for joining The Big Read. National Endowment for the Arts

Copies of the book are available at the New Rochelle Public Library. Borrow a copy for 
free with your library card, or purchase a copy at the discounted price of $7.00 per book 
($13.00 for an audio book).

How The Shawl Came to Be Written
Excerpted from Cynthia Ozick's interview with NEA Chairman Dana Gioia

"The Shawl began with a line, one sentence in The Rise and Fall of the Third Reich by 
William Shirer. This one sentence told of a real event, about a baby being thrown against 
an electrified fence. And that stayed with me and stayed with me, and that was the very 
explicit origin of The Shawl. 

"It began with those very short five pages. We read now and again that a person sits down 
to write and there's a sense that some mystical hand is guiding you and you're not writing 
out of yourself. I think reasonably, if you're a rational person, you can't accept that. But I 
did have the sense—I did this one time in my life—that I was suddenly extraordinarily 
fluent, and I'm never fluent. I wrote those five pages as if I heard a voice. In a sense, I 
have no entitlement to this part because it's an experience in a death camp. I was not 
there. I did not experience it. 

"I wrote the second half because I wanted to know what happened to Rosa afterward. I 
was curious to enter the mind of such an unhappy, traumatized person and see how that 
person would cope with the time afterward-rescued, saved, safe, and yet not rescued, not 



safe, not normal, abnormal." 


