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New Rochelle Abloom (Above) 
The Queen City’s ongoing renaissance was beautifully illustrated this spring in stunning visual: the blooming of thousands of golden daffodils in lush masses at 

monuments, parks, schools and other public places. This impressive “Daffodil Festival” planting project, begun last fall, was undertaken by the New Rochelle Cham-
ber of Commerce’s Community Fund for Civic Beautification (CFCB). A total of 6,500 bulbs were planted throughout the City: on North Avenue at City Hall, the Jacob 
Leisler Statue, the Huguenot Children’s Library, Jack’s Friendship Garden Playground, New Rochelle Police Headquarters and the Transportation Center; on Memorial 

Highway near the Sound Shore Medical Center; and at the New Rochelle Public Library. Local schools and neighborhood associations also participated in the fall 
planting, including Monroe College, which planted daffodils in their hanging baskets on Main Street and in the BID planters throughout downtown New Rochelle. A 

ceremony celebrating the festival was held at City Hall in early April attended by special guest the Consul General of Holland. To continue to “grow” the festival, the 
CFCB is running a bulb sales program to enlist the support of residents, businesses and organization in planting bulbs on their properties. 

New Chamber Sign Adorns Westerly 
Entrance to Downtown
A cheery blue sign strategically located on Route 1 
near I-95 Exit 15 just in front of the Weyman Avenue 
shopping complex invites residents and businesses 
to the City’s Downtown Business District. The sign, 
created and donated by the Chamber of Commerce of 
New Rochelle, was dedicated in September during their 
first-ever Business Week. Business Week featured a 
robust schedule of events including a downtown 
development forum, table top expo and tour of key 
development and historical sites. The Chamber regularly 
hosts and sponsors events that bolster the economic 
vitality of the city. For more information contact 
Executive Director Denise Lally at 632-5700.
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By John Jordan

he City of New Rochelle, which has been embracing “green” policies over the past few 

years, has accelerated its push for sustainable programs and is setting forth on an ambi-

tious action strategy that will reshape many aspects of the local landscape and improve 

the quality of life of the city. 

City officials say the new policy will look to improve ongoing green initiatives as well 

as institute new sustainable programs that will enhance the quality of life for city residents 

and businesses now and in the years to come.

New Rochelle Mayor Noam Bramson said, “The City of New Rochelle is firmly commit-

ted to environmental sustainability.  We recognize that a green approach to planning, 

public policy and private development is essential to supporting a high quality of life and 

promoting future economic growth.”

He noted that the city has already made a substantial commitment to open space 

preservation in the form of conservation easements, the creation of new parkland and 

zoning standards that limit construction in residential areas. The city has also embraced the 

concept of Transit Oriented Development, which he said, “is widely recognized as an anti-

dote to urban sprawl and an essential means of reducing energy consumption and green-

house gas emissions.” The Avalon on the Sound, Trump Plaza, New Roc City developments 

and the pending projects in the downtown district “are textbook examples of the kinds of 

developments that planners and environmental experts support in contrast to new subdi-

visions at the metropolitan periphery that consume open space, extend commuter times 

and are more heavily dependent on the automobile,” the mayor stressed.

Cover photo by John Fortnato
A shot of the New Rochelle skyline from 
in back of New Rochelle High School.
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City Drafting Green 
Building Program
ESTABLISHING A GREEN BUILDING PROGRAM WAS ONE OF THE KEY RECOMMENDA-

TIONS and priorities of the New Rochelle Environmental Advisory Committee, which 

helped to research and develop such an initiative in conjunction with city staff.  At 

press time New Rochelle was  looking to finalize an ambitious and comprehensive 

“action strategy” further developed by a green building steering committee, com-

posed of staff from the Buildings Department, Department of Development and Law 

Department. This group also included state officials familiar with Green Building leg-

islation and the Development Commissioner from the Town of Greenburgh who has 

initiated Green legislation in that community.  

Rather than a mandated third-party rating system such as LEED, the commit-

tee recommended a combination of legislative and administrative actions includ-

ing education and outreach, changes to the development review process, zoning 

amendments, mandated energy-star standards, and stricter enforcement of the 

New York State Energy Code. This program, when enacted, would assist residents, 

businesses and developers in the transition to going green by encouraging appli-

cant choice and control in the development process, city officials noted.

Some of the major proposals 
Being explored include:
! Encouraging compliance with New York State Energy Star Labeled Home guide 

lines (would require City Council approval).

! Enforcement of the New York State Energy Code. 

! Creation of a single legislative reference point for all environmentally significant  

zoning and building code regulations.

! Facilitation of a site deconstruction and materials recycling program.

! Incorporation of “LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) Green  

Building Rating System™ equivalent” language in memorandums of understanding  

for all major development projects.

! Review of SEQRA (State Environmental Quality Review Act) environmental assess- 

ment forms and impact statements by the Sustainability Coordinator.

! The proposal calls for the city’s recently established Sustainability Coordinator and 

NYSERDA Westchester Energy Smart Communities Program Regional Coordinator  

to coordinate, communicate and oversee these green building initiatives. The role  

of the Sustainability Coordinator will be to refine and implement these recommen- 

dations, measure results, and monitor the impacts and costs, both positive and  

negative.

Mayor Noam Bramson noted that once implemented the Green strategy would 

serve the City of New Rochelle in both the short and long term.

“I think for any community to succeed in the 21st Century it needs to recognize 

that environmental sustainability is going to be a core value for businesses, poten-

tial residents and families,” the mayor said. “If we want to have a positive civic image 

and a vibrant economic future we have to pay increased attention to this whole set 

of priorities.” 

DEBORAH NEWBORN, A NEW ROCHELLE RES-

IDENT and attorney specializing in environ-

mental issues, recently joined New Rochelle 

City government as Sustainability Consul-

tant. In her new position Newborn will work 

with the city to implement sustainability ini-

tiatives and cost saving programs and con-

nect New Rochelle with regional and 

national sustainable development programs 

and projects.

Mayor Bramson described Newborn as 

someone “who has an impressive back-

ground as an environmental attorney and a 

real passion for environmental issues…who 

will bring a high level of expertise to all of our 

discussions.”

He expressed excitement that New 

Rochelle is one of the first municipalities in the 

New York metropolitan region to retain the 

services of an environmental consultant 

exclusively devoted to developing a sustain-

ability program tailored to the needs of a 

typical urban-suburban community.

NEW ROCHELLE IS NOW AN ENERGY $MART 

Community with the addition of an Energy 

$mart Communities Coordinator, Elyssa 

Rothe. As coordinator, Rothe works to con-

nect the City of New Rochelle, its residents 

and businesses, with appropriate New York 

State Energy Research and Development 

Authority (NYSERDA) program resources 

through meetings, outreach events, and 

information campaigns. 

Rothe is regional coordinator for NYSER-

DA’s Bronx-Westchester Energy $mart Com-

munities Program. Energy $mart serves to 

maintain momentum for the state’s efforts to 

develop competitive markets for energy effi-

ciency and to provide direct economic and 

environmental benefits to New Yorkers. Cur-

rently, there are 10 regions throughout New 

York State that are covered and overseen by 

Energy Smart Communities Coordinators. For 

more information contact Elyssa Rothe at 

(914) 572-4236, rothe.elyssa@gmail.com or 

visit www.getenergysmart.org.
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City Offers Density Bonus For Downtown/North Ave.
NEW ROCHELLE COMMISSIONER OF DEVELOPMENT CRAIG KING EXPLAINED THAT THE CITY HAS 
created a Downtown Density bonus for new projects in the downtown district and is propos-
ing a similar but more modest density bonus program for the North Avenue commercial dis-
trict. The programs are geared to steering developments to the commercial sections of the 
city, fostering Transit Oriented Development, promoting sustainability and green elements and 
protecting the residential neighborhoods in New Rochelle from commercial development.

Commissioner King explained that the City Council approved a Downtown Density Bonus 
Program back in 2006 and is now considering some modifications to the program that should 
be approved in short order. The program will offer developers in the Downtown District who 
agree to incorporate LEED Silver designation or other public benefits such as improved parks 
and open space, new public parking and improved pedestrian area, density incentives. In 
return, the developer would be eligible to build, subject to City Council discretion, higher build-
ings or projects with more density, Commissioner King said. 

“It really gives the City Council an opportunity to look at projects on a case-by-case basis 
for betterments or good planning, for good design, for green buildings,” he said.

The density bonus program’s benefits for developers would depend upon the project’s 
zoning. Projects that would be eligible include: mixed use, office, residential, hotel, retail and 
entertainment uses. 

The North Avenue density program is much more modest in scope, Commissioner King said. 
The proposed Density Bonus Program, which has been discussed at a host of neighborhood 
meetings, currently has a maximum building height of seven stories if the project is eligible based 
on the public benefits they offer. King stressed that developer’s eligibility for the incentives is not 

as of right or a special permit, but at the discretion of the City Council.

Master Plan for 
City Park Unveiled
FLOWERS (CITY) PARK IS A 20 ACRE FACIL-

ITY hosting three ball fields, a basketball 
court, playground, picnic area, Sidney E. 
Frank Skate Park, Fosina Stadium natural 
turf field and Skidelsky Field artificial turf 
complex. In order to upgrade this much-
used recreational hub the Parks and Rec-

reation Department launched a master 
planning process led by Stantec consulting 
group. With extended public input and 
comment, plans were drafted to include 
improved soccer, football, baseball and 
softball fields; a new splash pad and water 
play area; walking trails; expanded park-

ing and expanded and refurbished park 
buildings. The cost of the project is esti-
mated at approximately $12 million. To 
cover the bulk of the costs, the City has 
applied for an $8.5 million Legacy Grant 
through the Westchester County Parks, Rec-

reation and Conservation Department and 
has already received FEMA funds for the 
repair of Skidelsky Field. The proposed plan 
also allows for the creation of a new ice 
skating facility on site, which would cost an 
additional $8 million.

Solar Panels to Be Installed at 
Hugh Doyle Senior Center
The City of New Rochelle will have a solar panel electrical system installed 
at one of its buildings in 2009 free of charge. Mercury Solar Systems, a New 
Rochelle based firm, recently informed the City of New Rochelle about a 
NYSERDA program that allows Mercury to install a solar system on one of the 
city’s municipal buildings at no cost to the city.

The city has determined the best building for the application would be 
the Hugh Doyle Senior Center. The city is waiting to hear back from Mercury 
with schematics and layouts of the solar panels and projections on cost sav-

ings from the electrical system. Installation will likely take place in the spring 
of 2009.
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THOUSANDS OF POUNDS OF HEAVY PLASTIC WRAP USED TO PROTECT DRY-DOCKED BOATS FROM 

winter elements were recycled for the first time this spring, thanks to an innovative pilot pro-

gram encouraged by New Rochelle Harbormaster Salvatore Gugliara. 

The New Rochelle Municipal Marina is one of three sites in Westchester County offering 

collection of the discarded shrink wrap. The material was picked up by the Westchester County 

Department of Environmental Facilities and delivered to the Material Recovery Facility in Yon-

kers. The product can then be sold to recyclers for about $160 a ton, to be manufactured into 

other materials. With the average boat using as much as 14 pounds of wrap, 28 tons were 

removed through the spring months. 

“It’s important to keep this material out of the waste stream,” said Harbormaster Salva-

tore Gugliara, adding that this recycling effort was part of a broader “Clean Marina” program 

he hopes to see initiated in New York State. 

“This initiative is in keeping with our goal of environmental sensitivity,” noted Parks and 

Recreation Commissioner William Zimmermann. “It’s a program we should endorse and take 

the lead on.”

Additionally, for the second year in a row, the Marina will continue to participate in the 

recycling of monofilament fishing line, again in collaboration with Westchester County.

The New Rochelle Municipal Marina is a full service marina containing approximately 300 

boat slips and 150 mooring spaces rented on a seasonal basis, primarily for residents of New 

Rochelle. Services include hauling, launching and wet/dry boat storage. The Marina acts as 

a gateway to the beautiful Long Island Sound for canoes and kayakers, and offers a fuel dock 

and state-of-the-art pump-out station, which is vital for recreational boating.

NR Citied By National 
Magazine As ‘Best Place  
To Raise Kids’ in NY State 
A TESTAMENT TO THE QUEEN CITY’S HIGHLY SOUGHT 

after quality of life came from a very reputable 

source recently – Business Week magazine. New 

Rochelle was chosen as the best city in New York 

State and one of the best places nationally to 

raise children, according to a recent roundup. 

Business Week selected municipalities hav-

ing at least 50,000 residents and a median fam-

ily income between $40,000-$100,000, then nar-

rowed the list using weighted criteria including 

education, crime rate, job growth, air quality, 

recreational and cultural amenities and diver-

sity. School performance and public safety 

were rated most heavily along with amenities 

and affordability.

New Rochelle was described as “…an ethni-

cally diverse place with a bustling downtown and 

mix of single-family homes and apartments.”

“We are proud and pleased to receive this 

distinction,” said Mayor Noam Bramson. “Our city 

boasts an outstanding school system, excellent 

parks and recreational opportunities, rich history, 

and a wide variety of housing opportunities. Above 

all, our diversity makes life here rich and exciting, 

and provides our community with a unique oppor-

tunity to learn about and benefit from a wide 

range of experiences and traditions.”

City-School District Efficiency Committee
Amidst these challenging economic times, the 

City of New Rochelle and the New Rochelle 

School District have been searching for ways 

to lower the costs of doing business and 

improve the efficiency of providing services.  To 

that end, a joint committee was formed to 

explore strategies that would reduce duplica-

tion and waste through best practices and the 

sharing of information with respect to opera-

tions, procurement practices, sanitation/recy-

cling services and technology.
At the New Rochelle Municipal Marina, bundles of discarded wrap await pickup 

by Westchester DEF.  Over 28 tons were recycled this past spring.
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 New Facilities at United Hebrew Geriatric Center
Construction is about 90 percent complete on its new nursing home—the Lucile and Joseph Skalet Pavilion. 
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Echo Bay Waterfront Proposal Now in Environmental Review
TWENTY-SIX KEY WATERFRONT ACRES AT ECHO BAY ARE ONE STEP CLOSER TO REDEVELOPMENT 

into a thriving, mixed-use, shoreline community with the recent adoption by the City Council 

of a scoping document that sets the environmental review process in motion. During the pro-

cess, various issues, concerns, benefits and cost will be thoroughly identified and assessed. 

Abe Naparstek, director of development for Forest City Residential, the designated devel-

oper, said that despite the troubled economy, the firm is committed to redeveloping Echo Bay.  

The plan, as currently envisioned, calls for 600 luxury apartments, 62 townhomes, 42 condomin-

ium units, 150,000 square feet of retail space and two hotels. A significant part of the project will 

be the creation of approximately five acres of public parkland and about a mile of a prome-

nade walkway for public access

Earlier this year the city and Forest City Residential signed a Memorandum of Understand-

ing that requires the firm to make its best effort to build the development as a LEED-certified 

project. Naparstek said that the firm is looking at constructing LEED-certified individual build-

ings as well as seeking designation as a LEED ND (Neighborhood Development). Forest City 

plans to submit a Draft Environmental Impact Statement sometime in 2009. According to the 

MOU with the city, construction is required to begin with the later of 60 days after the city issues 

the building permit; 60 days after the city properties are conveyed to Forest City or by Sept. 

30, 2010.

Forest City Residential staged a “Sustainability Charrette” earlier this year that featured 

key members of the development team, including the architect, civil engineer, mechanical 

engineer and construction team along with the leadership of the City of New Rochelle. 

The purpose of the charrette, according to Naparstek was “to focus on what are some 

of the big picture green, sustainability issues that we can work on for this project.”

He continued, “It is important to know that our goal is to build this project, manage it and 

own it for many generations.” Because the company plans to own it for a long period of time 

Naparstek said that it can therefore afford to look at energy initiative that cost a little more up 

front but can offer a return on investment in five to seven years.

“We are looking at those type of things so that as an owner, we create the most value 

and build the best project for the city,” he added.

“This project could be billed as the first ’blue-green’ development in the area due to its 

advantageous waterfront location and development plan with a sensitivity towards the envi-

ronment in regard to site orientation, habitat restoration, open space and public access to 

the water’s edge, and energy-efficient systems and appliances,” according to Jeremy Schul-

man, Economic Development Manager for the city.

Environmental Initiatives

Bird’s-Eye view Redevelopment area of Echo Bay 

Senior Living 
Campus 
Nears Completion
OFFICIALS WITH UNITED HEBREW GERIATRIC 

Center (UHGC), a multi-service senior living 

campus in New Rochelle, reported recently 

that construction is about 90 percent com-

plete on its new nursing home—the Lucile and 

Joseph Skalet Pavilion. 

Construction of the $56-million state-of-

the-art, 143,000-square-foot nursing home 

also includes renovation of the existing Lola 

and Saul Kramer Pavilion. United Hebrew 

Geriatric Center administration and staff, 

along with local and area dignitaries, held a 

topping off ceremony in July.

Rita Mabli, UHGC, president/CEO said 

that construction began in February 2007 and 

is expected to be completed by the end of 

January 2009. Residents are scheduled to take 

occupancy beginning in February 2009.

 “Our staff, residents and their families 

alike are eager for moving day. I’d like to 

extend thanks to our donors who have part-

nered with us to make the dream of our new 

home a reality. We are all so grateful that they 

continue to support our mission of caring for 

frail and chronically ill seniors,” Mabli said. 

 The new facility will have 176 private 

rooms with private baths and a dedicated 

44-bed short-term rehabilitation floor staffed 

with Burke Rehabilitation Hospital profession-

als. Many of the rooms will have views of the 

Long Island Sound. The home will mimic indi-

vidual neighborhoods and will create a strong 

sense of community. Once construction is 

complete, each neighborhood will have its 

own 800-square-foot activity room with views 

of the Sound, fully-furnished with an entertain-

ment center. Neighborhood dining areas will 

also measure about 800 square-feet and will 

have views of the interior courtyard. 

 Amenities will include wireless Internet 

access in each room; a resident activity cen-

ter, fully equipped with a library and an arts 

& crafts room; a 2,300-square-foot multi-pur-

pose room and a café; a new receiving area 

and a beautifully landscaped courtyard. 

Mabli said that studies indicate that res-

idents are no longer interested in living in insti-

tutional-type settings but rather are looking 

for more of a home type or neighborhood 

like atmosphere.
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THE CITY COUNCIL CONCLUDED ITS  

environmental review for the new City 

Yard with the approval of a Findings State-

ment regarding the proposed relocation 

of the Department of Public Works’ Main-

tenance and Operations Center at 235 

East Main St. to a site on Beechwood Ave-

nue. Relocation of DPW operations on 

East Main Street and at 40 Pelham Road 

to the City Yard is necessary for the rede-

velopment of that waterfront area; and 

equally important, for the modernization 

and consolidation of the city’s Public 

Works operation, city officials stated. The 

five-acre site on Beechwood Avenue is a 

city-owned parcel that currently houses 

a vacant warehouse/distribution facility. 

The plan calls for the construction of a 

38,450-square-foot facility as well as a salt 

dome structure that would total another 

5,000 square feet.

As the largest new public infrastruc-

ture since the New Rochelle Transit Cen-

ter garage facility and the police/court 

building, the Department of Public Works 

will take steps to insure that green mate-

rials and practices are included in the 

design and construction.  Commissioner 

Jeffrey Coleman said that the city is cur-

rently awaiting funding for the project to 

move forward to design. He said the city 

would hope to put the project, which 

has been estimated to cost between $20 

million to $25 million, out to bid by the 

end of 2009.  

LeCount Square EIS Accepted
THE CITY COUNCIL VOTED UNANIMOUSLY THIS FALL TO ACCEPT THE FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 

Statement (FEIS) for the LeCount Square development. LeCount Square is a mixed-use project located 

in the heart of the downtown on the block bordered by Huguenot, North, LeCount and Anderson fea-

turing office, retail, residential and hotel space as well as public open space and restaurants. The 

project details include a three-story podium serving as the base for two towers, one at 493 feet, the 

other at 261 feet, and several levels of new underground parking. The FEIS was the subject of a pub-

lic hearing in November and the environmental review process will be completed after the issuance 

of a Findings Statement. 

Joseph Apicella, executive vice president of Cappelli Enterprises, the developer of LeCount 

Square, said that the New Rochelle City Council was scheduled to act on zoning issues and its envi-

ronmental findings shortly. He added that once the council issues the findings, Cappelli would then 

submit a site plan for the project, most likely in early December, and is hopeful for an approval of 

the plan in January. 

“We could start construction in early spring,” he said. The $450-million project will take 24 months 

to complete and Apicella expects to have 60 percent of the retail space spoken for in the next six 

months. He added that once the City Council approved its environmental findings, it would then look 

to obtain construction financing from its lenders for the venture.

LeCount Square will total 1.15 million square feet of new development in Downtown New 

Rochelle. The project will consist of two tower buildings (50-stories and 19 stories) totaling 258 either 

rental or for sale residences; 380,000 square feet of office space, including a two-story securities trad-

ing floor; a 175-room hotel; 200,000 square feet of retail and 12,000 square feet of restaurant space. 

The project will also include an adjoining eight-story Loft Building that will feature 58 units and some 

retail on the ground floor.

He said the firm has some letters of intent with some national retailers. Also in New Rochelle, Api-

cella noted that Cappelli Enterprises has signed a purchase deal with Target for approximately 160,000 

square feet of space at its existing New Roc project, which is undergoing a $50-million conversion from 

a family-entertainment center into a 350,000-square-foot retail project that also features a Regal Cin-

emas, a Marriott Residence Inn and a 98-unit cooperative project called New Roc Lofts.

Rendering of LeCount Square

w

w
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Streetscape Improvements Underway 
At Lincoln and North Ave. Districts
THE NEXT PHASE OF THE CITY’S NORTH AVENUE STREETSCAPE IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM IS MOV-

ing forward. After having completed the “College District” and receiving positive feedback 

on the new look and design, the City will be continuing with the second phase of the program 

in the “Government District.” This segment is the central link between the College District and 

the city’s main transit hub.

Design elements include new sidewalks and granite curbing, decorative pavers, road-

way resurfacing and striping, new turning lanes, street trees and landscaping, trash recepta-

cles, parking meters and pedestrian-friendly improvements, such as ADA ramps, high-visibility 

crosswalks, textured, colored pedestrian crossings, bulbouts, ornamental streetlights and a 

bicycle rack pad.

On of the unique features will be the creation of an attractive, mini-plaza which will bring 

into prominence an historic Spanish American War memorial. The proposal calls for fashioning 

an “urban green” closer to North Avenue where it will be more visible, planting landscaping, 

installing decorative pavers and lighting it at night.  

The physical and environmental benefits of these improvements include corridor beauti-

fication, reduced traffic congestion, and a safer, more pedestrian-friendly environment that 

encourages walking.  New street lighting will also increase the safety of the North Avenue Cor-

ridor and make the neighborhood more sustainable, while new street trees will beautify the 

corridor as well as make a more hospitable environment by providing shade for pedestrians.  

This $1.7 million project, funded by Community Development Block Grants, was drafted 

by The RBA Group and will commence in early 2008.  

At press time, the Lincoln Avenue Streetscape project was out to bid.  This project con-

sists of  improvements to a major roadway connecting New Rochelle and Pelham along a 

one-mile stretch from North Avenue to the Pelham line. 
THE COLONIAL GREENWAY, A UNIQUE 15-MILE 

trail system weaving through the woods, wet-

lands, and stately and historic neighbor-

hoods of six Westchester County municipali-

ties, was officially dedicated on Sept. 28 with 

a ceremony followed by a half marathon, 

“Paine to Pain.”

The Colonial Greenway connects New 

Rochelle with neighboring communities of 

Mamaroneck Town and Village, Eastchester 

Town, Scarsdale Village, Larchmont Village 

and the County of Westchester and is the 

result of over six years of cooperative efforts. 

It includes the Leatherstocking Trail, Nature 

Study Woods, Saxon Woods Park, Twin Lakes 

Park, and Ward Acres Park, Sheldrake Lake 

and the Larchmont Reservoir /James John-

son Conservation area. 

“We are excited to offer outdoor enthu-

siasts the opportunity to enjoy our wonderful 

sound shore trail system while exploring its 

rich history and local charm” stated Bill Zim-

mermann, New Rochelle’s Parks & Recre-

ation Commissioner.   

The 13.1-mile “Paine to Pain” half mara-

thon race tested participants’ endurance. 

The race began at the Thomas Paine Cot-

tage at the intersection of North Avenue and 

Broadview Road and ended across the street 

at New Rochelle High School. 

Enhance Quality of Life
IN ADDITION TO THE HOST OF PROGRAMS 

geared to the development/business 

community, the city has embarked on 

a host of key initiatives ranging from 

new parkland amenities, a new hybrid 

sanitation vehicle, conservation pro-

grams at the city marina, a solar energy 

system being installed on a city-owned 

building to new bicycle racks for the 

downtown district.

Rendering of the next phase of the City’s North Avenue Streetscape Improvement Program



NEW ROCHELLE     NEW YORK     2008-2009

12 NR     

Garito Manor
Garito Manor, a 102-unit senior residence, was named in honor of Garito for his service to the New Rochelle community 

and his lifelong commitment to the development of quality, affordable housing alternatives for families and seniors.
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NDR Group Dedicates 
‘Green’ Senior Project
ON OCT. 31 AFFORDABLE HOUSING DEVELOPER NDR GROUP HELD A SPECIAL DEDICATION cer-

emony, honoring Frank J. Garito, the company president, for his commitment to the New 

Rochelle community and the development of Garito Manor at Union Square, 180 Union Ave.

The 102-unit senior residence was named in honor of Garito for his service to the New 

Rochelle community and his lifelong commitment to the development of quality, affordable 

housing alternatives for families and seniors. Also dedicated was Lucille Ritacco Drive in honor 

of Lucille Ritacco, vice president of The NDR Group, for her commitment to promoting afford-

able housing in the real estate industry.

“Frank Garito is a true devotee to the New Rochelle community, with an endless vision to 

promote home ownership and to build new, often multi-generational affordable housing devel-

opments. We are honored to recognize Frank’s guidance, commitment and leadership,” stated 

Charles J. DePasquale, executive vice president of The NDR Group.

Garito Manor is Westchester County’s first affordable “green” senior building, complying with 

“LEED” certification through the New York State Energy Research and Development Administra-

tion’s (NYSERDA) new construction program. The residential floors (floors two through seven) of 

the development are modularly constructed through technology developed to economize costs.  

The project cost $32.8 million to build and was financed by a host of sources including: US Depart-

ment of Housing and Urban Development, New Rochelle Industrial Development Agency, 

Westchester County, and Low Income Tax Credit Equity by 180 Union Ave. LLP in addition to the 

NYSERDA grant program. 

Garito Manor is managed by Isabella Management Services, Inc., a subsidiary of Isabella 

Geriatric Center, designed by Perkins Eastman Architects in New York City and built by Andron 

Construction Company in Goldens Bridge, NY, Garito Manor offers moderately priced deluxe 

studios, one and two-bedroom senior living apartments, based on income guidelines, and 

includes a multitude of amenities. The monthly fee includes two daily meals served restaurant-

style, 24-hour security and concierge services, housekeeping, and complimentary transporta-

tion. Other localized amenities made available to residents include social and exercise pro-

grams, an onsite beauty parlor and barber shop, as well as lounges, a library, a computer room, 

stunning gardens and an arts and crafts area.

One-bedroom apartments, and two-bedroom apartments, are currently available for 

seniors, ages 62 and older, whose income range is between $35,550 up to $42,660 annually for 

single seniors and between $40,650 up to $48,780 annually for senior couples.

Garden Street and 
Church Street Development 
Sites Being Studied
COMMISSIONER OF DEVELOPMENT CRAIG 

King reported that the city-owned Church-

Division  Garage and Prospect Street park-

ing lot sites are once again available for 

redevelopment opportunities.  He said the 

city will likely issue a new Request for Qual-

ifications to interested developers for that 

project, as well as for a parcel on land on 

Garden Street off of  North Avenue, across 

from the New Rochelle Transportation 

Center.

At a November meeting the City 

Council was shown a planning analysis for 

the Garden Street area, which includes the 

city-owned Municipal Parking Lot and 

adjacent properties abutting North Ave-

nue opposite the Transit Center towards 

the downtown. The city hired CSS Boston in 

June 2008 to undertake the study of the 

Garden Street area. Highlights of the plan-

ning recommendations include the expan-

sion of the sidewalk on the north side of 

North Avenue, and the extension of the rail-

way platform underneath to allow for the 

construction of a separate pedestrian stair-

way. Potential development ideas for the 

site included a parking garage, ground 

level retail and/or mixed-use development. 

While the outlook for most new construc-

tion in the current economy remains tenu-

ous, rail corridors continue to be in high 

demand for development as they provide 

much-desired proximity to transit and the 

urban core, city officials stated.

JUST IN TIME FOR THE WARMER WEATHER, THE CITY WILL ADD NEW BICYCLE RACKS TO CITY 

Hall and downtown sites. Two novel designs were chosen through a public process which 

solicited and reviewed submissions from artists and industrial designers. “BICI,” pictured 

left, created by noted industrial designer Ignacio Ciocchini, features a distinctive mini spin-

ning wheel and will be installed in the downtown. A second model, by local artist Sarah 

Baehr will be used at City Hall, and other areas throughout the City.  Both models display 

the perfect meld of functionality and decoration, and serve the dual purpose of encour-

aging bicycle use and promoting public art.

The City of New Rochelle is seeking sponsors for its Bicycle Friendly Program, which 

includes funding the purchase of artistic and functional Bike Racks specially designed for 

key locations in the downtown and surrounds. For more details, contact Omar Small, Assis-

tant to the City Manager, at (914) 654-2142.

New modern bike rack coming soon 
to select sites in City’s downtown.



We speak your language. 

There’s a reason why we’re the last word when it comes to accounting, tax  

and consulting for more Westchester-based companies and individuals than  

any other firm.  Dedicated expertise. 

Our partners have real-world experience in our clients’ industries.  Talk to us. 

Specialists in Serving Family Businesses,  
Professional Practices, Not-for-Profit Corporations,  

Wealth Management, Governmental Entities,  
Estate & Retirement Planning 

For more information, please contact one of our Partners: 

Kevin J. Keane, Managing Partner at 914-381-8900 

Nicholas DeSantis, Domenick Consolo and 

Susan M. Barossi at 914-421-5600 

   White Plains, NY  Harrison, NY   New York, NY Paramus, NJ  Stamford, CT

ODMD.com
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Clinton Place
Clinton Place is a 25-unit workforce apartment 
development that was recently completed. 
Residents were expected to begin occupancy in 
November 2008
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‘Green’ Workforce Housing
Development Completed
WESTHAB, AN ELMSFORD-BASED NON-PROFIT 

development firm, cut the ribbon recently on a 

25-unit workforce apartment development at 

41-47 Clinton Place. Residents were expected to 

begin occupancy in November 2008.

According to Westhab, the six-story build-

ing includes three studios, 11 one-bedroom and 

11 two-bedroom apartments. The project cost 

$10 million to build and was financed by a host 

of sources including: New York State Division of 

Housing and Community Renewal, New York 

State Housing Trust Fund Corp. HHAP, Federal 

Home Loan Bank, US Department of Housing and 

Urban Development, City of New Rochelle, 

Westchester County, Webster Bank and Low 

Income Tax Credit Equity by WNC & Associates.

The building features Energy Star appli-

ances and many other green features includ-

ing a green roof with community room, high effi-

ciency central heating and cooling, energy 

efficient windows, and compact fluorescent 

lighting with motion sensors in public spaces. 

Rents range from $775 to $1,350 per month.

Sanitation Truck to Go Hybrid 
The City of New Rochelle is presently in the process of converting one of its Mack sanitation trucks 

to hybrid-electric and is working with the Odyne Corporation of Hauppauge, NY who is providing 

the hybrid technology. The new hybrid refuse vehicle will be used for Sanitation Bureau collection 

operations city-wide. The city currently operates a fleet of refuse collection vehicles and is seeking 

to reduce airborne emissions and its dependence on fossil fuels. This hybrid refuse truck will allow 

the city to reduce operating costs and emissions compared to conventional diesel trucks, while at 

the same time increase environmental awareness. 
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A “Sound” Environment = Quality of Life + Job Growth + 
Long-Term Economic Development

“Park” yourself in New Rochelle and join us on a “greener” path! 
Urban amenities, burgeoning commerce and diverse living options, located on the beautiful Long Island Sound  

in an accessible, suburban setting.

Transcending Borders
Just as environmental impacts cross municipal boundaries, so does the Colonial Greenway trail 

system which links six communities in Westchester.

Westchester County Planning Department


