
The following is a joint statement issued by Mayor Noam Bramson, Council
Member James Stowe, Council Member Barry Fertel, and Council Member
Marianne Sussman on December 2, 2008:

The Council Democrats strongly advocate spending cuts to help achieve a
balanced City budget.  In reviewing the proposal of our Republican colleagues,
we find several items that have already been suggested at the Council table or
offered by City staff, many of which are worthy of support.  Unfortunately, we also
find items that are irresponsible or misleading:

1) To achieve nearly half its property tax savings and conceal a deficit, the
Republican proposal relies on inflated and unrealistic projections for
mortgage and sales tax revenues.  In addition to exposing the taxpayers
to large mid-year shortfalls, this tactic also violates the New Rochelle City
Charter, which rightly assigns responsibility for revenue estimates to
professional staff.  For these reasons, the tax rate indicated by the
Republicans is simply inaccurate.

2) Some of the largest “cuts” proposed by the Republicans are not cuts at all,
but rather deferrals of unavoidable expenses.  Such deferrals achieve the
illusion of savings in the short-term, but actually increase costs for
taxpayers in the long-term and undermine the Cityʼs fiscal stability.

3) In an economy where many private sector workers are being laid off or
accepting wage cuts, we advocate an across-the-board salary freeze for
all City employees and will urge our staff to commence discussion with
municipal labor unions aimed at achieving this objective.  We do not
believe, however, that it is wise to freeze or reduce salaries for only one
small subset of our workforce, a tactic that minimizes savings and
undermines professional management.

4) Lastly, we are concerned that our Republican colleagues chose to offer
their proposal in a political press conference, rather than a working
session of the City Council.  At a time of serious economic challenge, the
people of New Rochelle expect their leaders to put aside partisanship and
work together constructively to offer solutions.

The Council Democrats will continue acting in a responsible, honest, and open
fashion to produce a budget that protects the interests and respects the
intelligence of New Rochelle's residents and taxpayers.  To this end, we will listen
carefully to public comments tonight, offer specific amendments and cuts to the
City Managerʼs budget estimate in the days ahead, and expect to vote on
amendments and then adopt a final budget on December 9th.


