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New Rochelle Council on the Arts Inaugurates Downtown Mural Project

On Thursday, November 13th at 3 p.m. the New Rochelle Council on the Arts in partnership with the Municipal
Arts Commission will unveil Steal Away, a 20’ x 30’ silkscreen outdoor mural located in the heart of the City’s
downtown. Adapted from a work by New Rochelle resident and internationally known artist Jeff Schlanger, the
mural was sponsored by the City of New Rochelle. It is installed on the southeast wall of 41 Lawton Street.

The Downtown Mural Project was conceived by the Municipal Arts Commission in late 2007 and initiated early in
2008 by the New Rochelle Council on the Arts from a as a way of bringing current and vital art experiences to
the Downtown area. Proposals were encouraged from New Rochelle residents and/or students. The goal was to
view work which combined strong visual appeal with a well-thought out concept and to provide the opportunity
for dialogue between the artist and the local business community, residents and visitors.  The selection of the
winning mural was done by the Municipal Arts Commission.  The Downtown Mural Project Committee co-chairs
are Billie Tucker and Judith Weber. Support for the project also came through the generosity of Michael
Degiacomo of Neptune Signs, a member of the commission, who donated the installation costs; and building
owner John Rodrigues of 41 Lawton Street.

The original work Steal Away was recently created during a live solo musical performance featuring tuba jazz
master Bob Stewart and is part of Mr. Schlanger’s music Vision® Project. Steal Away was chosen because it is
both surprising and appropriate; and its relevancy is reflected in Schlanger’s vision for the site: “The Musician
immersed in music is recognizable, intriguing, and intense. The audience elements at the bottom of the
composition connect visually with the street-level pedestrian and vehicular activity. The vivid abstract color
patterns are spontaneous and alive. The black background of the image actually enriches the surrounding red
brick frame of the existing wall and architecturally, the full-scale Musician will be seen to be playing interactively
in colors and rhythms together with the large tree on the left side, the red brick wall itself and the diagonal
patterns of the fire escapes and the shadows on the right simultaneously.” Schlanger’s desire was to create an
architectural interaction which will help extend the public sense of creative art possibilities. As further interaction
with its surrounds, the mural faces out on Library Green, which hosts many live music events.

Ivar Hyden, Chairman of the NR Municipal Art Commission, said that the Commission was delighted with the
design and execution of the Schlanger mural. “It brings a spirit of creative joy to our downtown, and is a sign of
this city’s commitment to the arts.”

"This exceptional example of public art will greatly enhance the visual and cultural fabric of downtown New
Rochelle,” said Mayor Noam Bramson. “I thank Jeff Schlanger for his creative vision, and I congratulate the
Municipal Arts Commission and the New Rochelle Council on the Arts for their leadership in conceiving the
Downtown Mural Project.  We will continue working to place the arts at the center of our community's identity,
economy, and appearance."

Christopher Arena, President of the New Rochelle Council on the Arts, noted that public art should both
exemplify and underscore how a city and its residents feel about themselves. “This particular piece, the first of
what I hope will be an ongoing series, illustrates the unbridled joy that comes with releasing the music we each
hear inside ourselves,” he said. “We are indeed grateful to the City of New Rochelle for sponsoring this first
endeavor”. Added Billie Tucker, co-chair of the Mural Project Committee along with Judith Weber, “I am proud to
be part of this collaborative effort between the Municipal Arts Commission and the New Rochelle Council on the
Arts, and hope that it will be the first of many more public art projects in our City.”

The unveiling of Steal Away will be attended by Bob Stewart, a tuba jazz master and the “musician” subject in
the Mural. Mr. Stewart, a professional tuba player for over thirty-five years, has performed and recorded with
groups including those led by Gil Evans, Dizzy Gillespie. Charles Mingus, Lester Bowie, and Nicholas Payton. A
free-lance concert artist, studio musician and educator, Mr. Stewart received his Bachelor of Music Education



from the Philadelphia College of the Performing Arts, and his Masters in Education at Lehman College Graduate
School.  He is bridging the gap between 1923 and now by bringing the TUBA back into the modern ensemble as
the Bass in the rhythm section and as a horn available for melodic lines and soloing.  

###

About the artist and subject:
Jeff Schlanger, a graduate of Music and Art High School and student of Maija Grotell at Cranbrook, has
developed public art projects on three interrelated subjects: Music, War and Peace.  His music Witness ®
paintings and sculpture have been part of all 11 annual Vision Festivals held each spring in New York City. His
music Witness® Project, launched in 1975, consists of an extended series of paintings, drawings and prints
created during live performances of improvising musicians. 

The New Rochelle Council on the Arts is dedicated to expanding the role of the arts in the community. Art in
Public Places creates an on-going awareness of the inter-active vitality, the possibility of dialogue and grass-
roots involvement in the artistic life of the city.


